
The Ames Economic Development 
Commission organizes and 
promotes sound economic growth 
in Ames and central Iowa by 
stimulating the expansion of 
existing industry, attracting new 
enterprises, and assuring a 
favorable community climate for 
new ideas and economic growth.

This report has been compiled 
with the most current, accurate 
information available in an 
attempt to keep you informed on 
key aspects of the Ames/Story 
County economy.  If you þnd there 
is information not included in this 
publication that you would like to 
see, please contact us at 
515-232-2310 or 
megan@ameschamber.com.
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Local group sets China mission

Ames Chamber of Commerce is teaming up with 
the Greater Des Moines Partnership to organize 
a business mission trip to China at the beginning 
of September.

Participants will leave Des Moines on Sept. 1 and 
return Sept. 8 after visiting Beijing and Shanghai.

An optional two-day extension includes a stop at 
Des Moines’ sipter city of Shijiazhuang.

Dan Culhane, President and CEO of the Ames 
Chamber of Commerce and Ames Economic 
Development Commission, said it did not seem 
likely that Ames could generate a sufþcient 
number of people on its own, “so we proposed 
a joint China trip to the Greater Des Moines 
Partnership.”

The two organizations need to generate at least 
35 people for the ÿight, òbut if the interest goes 
beyond that, we can expand the size of the 
delegation,” he said.

Ames-based Sauer-Danfoss has an ofþce in 
Shanghai, and major Mid-Iowa seed companies 
also have active trade with China, Culhane said.

òAsia has a big inÿuence on our area, and a 
number of regional companies do business there,” 
he said.                        Bob Zientara, The Tribune

In the News

WEBINARS
To þnd out more information about 
the China Business Mission Trip, 
attend an informational webinar. 
Sessions will be offered: 

Tuesday, May 11, 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.Å	
Wednesday, May 12, Noon - 1 p.m.Å	
Thursday, May 13, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.Å	

Registration is required. To register, 
visit http://www.desmoinesmetro.com/
internationalprograms/
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