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The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that 
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

T he Ames Chamber of 
Commerce looks for-
ward to the April 2 
kick-off of their sec-

ond Total Resource Campaign 
(TRC). Chamber staff along 
with TRC co-chairs Jolene Ran-
dall (Knapp-Tedesco Insurance 
Agency) and Gary Botine (Sau-
er-Danfoss) has been busy pre-
paring for another exciting cam-
paign which will celebrate the 
award winning combination of 
our Chamber and affi liate mem-
bers and the Ames community. 

Teams of Chamber volunteers 
have been recruited and soon 
will be marketing sponsorships 
of the Chamber’s programs, 
events, publications and elec-
tronic media, as well as recruit-
ing new members throughout 
the community. 

The goal of the campaign is to 
raise the funding for the Cham-
ber and its affi liate organizations 
programs for the entire year. 

The TRC offers Ames Cham-
ber members an opportunity to 
market their businesses through 

the Chamber’s programming 
and products. While participat-
ing in the TRC is a terrifi c way 
for volunteers to meet the area’s 
top community leaders and busi-
ness owners, it’s also a great 
way to directly work with many 
of the Chamber’s most dedicat-
ed members.

If you are interested in 
learning more about the Total 
Resource Campaign, please 
contact Crystal at (515) 232-
2310 or crystal@ameschamber.
com.

Ames Chamber launches 
second Total Resource 
Campaign on April 2

Register now
Ames Chamber of 

Commerce and Economic 
Development Commission’s 
Agriculture Forum: Science, 

Education & Research

T he Ames Chamber of Commerce and the 
Ames Economic Development Commis-
sion are pleased to host their fi rst agriculture 
forum. This luncheon will focus on the agricul-

tural outlook for Ames and central Iowa highlighting 
research and programs that enhance economic develop-
ment and address global challenges of the 21st century.

The luncheon is $25 for Chamber members or 
$200 for a table of 10. For event registration and 
more information, please go to www.ameschamber.
com, or call the Chamber offi ce at (515) 232-2310.

Special thanks to our Sponsors:
Presenting: Ag Leader Technology
Gold: Davis Brown Law Firm; Great Western Bank; 
ISU College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Presented by Ag Leader Technology
Thursday, April 18, 2013
Scheman Building, Iowa State Center
11:30 am, Lunch service begins
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W e’d like to thank all our members who partici-
pated in the 2013 “Shop Ames, Grow Ames” 
Business Expo, presented by corporate sponsor 
WebFilings on March 26 at North Grand Mall. 

What a great opportunity to see the terrifi c products 
and services that Ames area businesses have to offer. Stay 
tuned for the May issue of the Ames Business Monthly for 
photos from the Expo.

M omentum has been 
building for Ames 
Seed Capital LLC. 
Its latest round of 

fundraising for Fund VI has 
resulted in more than $1.5 mil-
lion in pledges nearly double 
the size of the previous fund. 
Ames Seed Capital invests in 
local companies in Ames and 
the Story County area with the 
objective of providing oppor-
tunities for individual and 
institutional investors.  Those 
investments provide working 
capital for start-up companies 
which in turn are creating local 
jobs. Ames Seed Capital tar-

gets “value-added” businesses 
which provide maximum eco-
nomic income by feeding new 
dollars directly into our local 
economy. 

The Ames Seed Capital 
Fund was originally incor-
porated in 1987 and is a pool 
of investment funds contrib-
uted by private sources (enti-
ties and individuals) for the 
purpose of providing equity 
fi nancing for business start-
ups and/or expansions in 
Ames, Story City, Nevada, 
Huxley and related areas.  
Neither government money, 
nor government sponsored 

tax credits are used by Ames 
Seed Capital to invest in com-
panies. The Fund is managed 
by an elected volunteer Board 
of Managers who have invest-
ed in the Fund and is staffed 
by personnel from the Ames 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Ames Economic Development 
Commission.

 Ames Seed Capital will 
hold its 2013 Annual Meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 
10th.  For those interested in 
receiving more information 
or attending the annual meet-
ing (cost is $25/person) please 
contact Ron Hallenbeck at 

515-232-2310 or ron@ames-
chamber.com. Those who wish 
to attend the meeting must 
register by April 5th. At the 
meeting members will review 
the Fund’s 2012 accomplish-
ments including the success of 
Fund VI fundraising efforts. 
At the meeting several speak-
ers will discuss the impact of 

Ames Seed Capital on Ames, 
Story County, Central Iowa, 
the ISU Research Park, Iowa 
State University, and the grow-
ing value of local seed capital 
investing. These are exciting 
opportunities for local inves-
tors to make a positive impact 
on Ames and the surrounding 
local communities.

J acquelyn’s Photog-
raphy was inadver-
tently left off the 2013 
Annual Event list of                                                                                                                                               

        sponsors and donors in 
the Chamber March Update. 
We greatly apologize for 
this error.

Special thanks to Jacque-
lyn’s Photography and their 
staff for taking professional 
photos of our members on 
the red carpet for our Annu-
al Event.

Growing in Ames: Ames Seed 
Capital supports local start-ups

Thank you, ‘Shop Ames, Grow Ames’ 
Business Expo participants

Thank you to 
Jacquelyn’s 
Photography
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R egistration is now open for the 2013 Ready to 
Run™ Iowa: Campaign Training for Women pro-
gram, which is presented by the Carrie Chapman 
Catt Center for Women and Politics at Iowa State 

University. 
Ready to Run™ Iowa is a non-partisan program 

designed to recruit and train women and men to run for 
elective offi ce, to prepare for appointive offi ce or to 
become involved in public life as leaders in their respective 
communities. The 2013 program consists of six, three-to-
four-hour workshops that began in January and will con-
clude in June.

Each interactive workshop is taught as an individual 
training session that can be attended separately or in con-
junction with the other workshops. Each workshop costs 
$20. If participants register for four or more workshops, the 
fee is reduced to $15 per workshop. This fee includes the 
workshop materials, parking pass and light refreshments. 
Women and men are invited to participate.

April’s session is scheduled for Friday, April 26 at the Gal-
lery in the Memorial Union at Iowa State University from 2 to 
5 p.m. The workshop will focus on Fundraising for Success. 

Participants can register for the Ready to Run™ Iowa 
workshops by visiting the following website: http://is.gd/
ready2runIA. Registration is required and space is limited 
to the fi rst 25 registered participants per workshop. Ques-
tions should be directed to Valerie M. Hennings, Ph.D.  at 
(515) 294-3181 or email cattcntr@iastate.edu. 

The 2013 Ready to Run™ Iowa workshop series is 
sponsored in part by the Ames Chamber of Commerce, the 
League of Women Voters of Ames, the League of Women 
Voters of Iowa, and a Women’s and Diversity Grant award-
ed by the ISU Offi ce of the Senior Vice President and Pro-
vost.

Ready to Run™ Iowa 
workshop series 

continues April 26M ake plans to join your fellow Chamber members 
on Friday, April 26, for our fourth Legislative 
Luncheon of the session. 

Hear directly from our state representatives 
and senators as they discuss what’s happening at the Capi-
tol this legislative session. This is a great opportunity to 
ask them questions regarding the topics that interest you 
most.

Please register online at www.ameschamber.com. The 
luncheon is open to current members of the Ames Chamber 
of Commerce. Your $5 registration fee includes lunch. 

Thank you to our April Legislative Lunch sponsor:
• Paul Livingston, Realtor — Hunziker & Associates, 

REALTORS

In addition, the Chamber thanks the 2013 Legislative 
Lunch Season sponsors:

• Bolton & Menk, Inc.
• Harold Pike Construction
• Hastings Gartin & Boettger, LLP
• Mainstream Living, Inc.

We also recognize our 2013 Taking Leadership sponsors 
for supporting the Chamber’s Government Affairs activi-
ties throughout the entire year:

• Becker Underwood
• Converse Conditioned Air
• Mary Greeley Medical Center 
• Renewable Energy Group

Legislative Luncheon 
is Friday, April 26

Legislative Luncheon

Renewable Energy Group
416 S. Bell Avenue, Ames
Friday, April 26
11:30 a.m.: Registration and lunch
Noon to 1 p.m.: Discussion with legislators
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 The Chamber Update newsletter is 
published by the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce, 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, 
Suite 110, Ames, IA, 50010; phone: (515) 232-
2310; fax: (515) 232-6716; www.ameschamber.
com.

CONTACT US

2013 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Brian Dieter, Chair 

Mary Greeley Medical Center
Kim Linduska, Chair-Elect/Vice Chair

Des Moines Area Community College
Carol Kisling, Treasurer 

1430 KASI/105.1 KCCQ
Pam Elliott-Cain, Vice Co-Chairs, 
Government Affairs

Iowa State University
Randy Kruse, Vice Chair, Membership 

Hy Vee - Lincoln Center
Natalie Lischer, Vice Chair, 
Community Development

Renewable Energy Group
Frank Nogel, Immediate Past Chair 

ISU Athletic Department
Dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Lori Bosley 

North Grand Mall
Pam Elliott-Cain
 Iowa State University
John Crawford
 Alpha Copies Print Center
Brian Dieter
 Mary Greeley Medical Center
Maureen Dockstader
 LWBJ LLP
Shelly Greving
 ISU 4H
Kim Iiams
 Bankers Trust
John Haila

Haila Architecture
Randy Kruse

Hy Vee - Lincoln Center
Carol Kisling

1430 KASI/105.1 KCCQ
Kim Linduska

Des Moines Area Community College
Dan Hunziker

Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
Frank Nogel

ISU Athletic Department
Natalie Lischer

Renewable Energy Group
Jolene Randall

Knapp-Tedesco Insurance

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
LEADERSHIP AMES 

I n partnership with The Ames Tri-
bune, the Chamber will be printing 
a Leadership Ames Alumni Direc-
tory, to be available in June. 

This new directory will highlight the 
current graduating class, Leadership 
Ames Class XXVI, as well as list updat-

ed contact information and graduation 
year for Alumni. 

We need your help. If you are a 
Leadership Ames Alumni, please send 
us your name, class year and updated 
contact information, including your 
current place of business. Send atten-

tion to Crystal via email, crystal@
ameschamber.com; via fax (515) 232-
6716; or by mail to Ames Chamber of 
Commerce, 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, 
Suite 110, Ames, IA  50010. Updated 
contact information is due no later than 
April 15.

Leadership Ames 
Alumni Directory

SEND:
• Name
• Class Year
• Current contact information
• Current place of business

TO:
• Email: crystal@ameschamber.com
• Fax: (515) 232-6716
• Mail: 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110
   Ames, IA  50010

DEADLINE: April 15

Are you a Leadership 

Ames Alumni?
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April calendar

• AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission • BAH: Business After Hours • CAA: Campustown Action Association • C: Chamber Offi ce • FAW: Friday After Work 
• L&L: Lunch & Learn • R/C: Ribbon Cutting • YPA: Young Professionals of Ames • YLA: Youth Leadership Ames

1

April Fool’s Day

2

2013 TRC Kick Off

3

Leadership Ames

4 5

Noon: Gov’t Affairs
Committee (C)

6

CAA: Make 
Campustown Shine

7 8 9 10

Ames Seed Capital Annual 
Meeting

11

5:30pm: YPA ThAW

12 13

14 15 16 17
9am: What’s 
Up Downtown 
(Chocolaterie Stam)

18
11:30am: Agriculture 
Forum (Scheman)
4pm: CAA Monthly Social 
(Welch Ave. Station) 
5pm: BAH (Mainstream 
Living) 

19 20

21 22

Earth Day

23 24

Youth Leadership Ames

25 

7:30am: Business @ 
Breakfast (C)

26
11:30 a.m.: Legislative 
                 Luncheon 

27

28 29 30

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Ames Chamber 
and AEDC staff

• Dan Culhane, President and CEO
• Ron Hallenbeck, Vice President, Existing 
Business and Industry
• Seana Perkins, Vice President of Business 
Development and Marketing
• Crystal Davis, Director of Professional and 
Community Development

• Amy Mogren, Director of Finance and Ad-
ministration
• Sarah Buss, Director of Membership 
Development and Affi liate Programming
• Angela Davidson, Director of Government 
Affairs
• Cari Hague, MSCD Executive Director/

     Market Manager
• Lauren Frandsen, Director of Communica-
tions
• Rachel Miller, MSCD Events Coordinator
• Kim Hanna, Executive Director 
     for the Campustown Action Association
• Meghan Steward, Receptionist
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I t’s never too soon to start thinking about the Ames 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf Day.

Check your calendar and get your foursome 
ready for 18 holes on the afternoon of Friday, June 

21, at Ames Golf & Country Club. Registration informa-
tion is coming soon.

Special thanks to our sponsors:
Gold Sponsor: 3M
Lunch Sponsor: VisionBank

While you anxiously await this event we invite you 
to start forming a team and reserve your spot as a spon-
sor. Take advantage of the opportunity to get your busi-
ness name out to hundreds of business professionals dur-
ing our 2013 Total Resource Campaign (TRC) running 
through the months of April and May.

Young Professionals of Ames (YPA) will also be 

hosting their third Golf Day silent auction to benefi t the 
Youth Leadership Ames program. Please consider con-
tributing to their noteworthy efforts by donating a silent 
auction gift package. For more information on the YPA 
Golf Day Silent Auction, please contact Sarah Buss 
(sarah@ameschamber.com).

You can also be a prize sponsor for our winning golf 
teams which are given to 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and last place 
golf teams:

• Prize Sponsor: Donate new items in multiples of 
four (examples: gift certifi cates, golf supplies, food/bev-
erage packages, gift baskets, event tickets, electronics, 
offi ce gadgets, etc.).

For more general information about the Chamber 
Golf Day or becoming a sponsor via our 2013 Total 
Resource Campaign, please contact Crystal (crystal@
ameschamber.com) or call the Chamber offi ce at 
(515) 232-2310.

T hrough the month of June, the Ames Chamber 
of Commerce will host a booth at the Iowa State 
University Orientation Resource Fair to give 
member businesses an opportunity to distribute 

promotional items and/or volunteer to personally wel-
come over 4,500 new students to the community.

If you would like to provide items for the booth, we 
will need from you and your business approximately 250 
brochures/fl yers or 500+ give-away items such as pens, 
magnets, key chains, coupons, etc.

Contact Crystal (crystal@ameschamber.com) or call 
the Chamber offi ce at (515) 232-2310 with questions.

SAVE 
THE DATE

2013 Chamber Golf Day: Friday, June 21

Mark your calendars: 
ISU Orientation Resource 
Fair is coming

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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AMES CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 
AMBASSADORS

Steve Bock, 
RE/MAX Real Estate Center

Stacy Dreyer, 
First National Bank

Kendra Eibs, Sam’s Club

Linda Gibbs, 
Greater Iowa Credit Union

Joy Leister, Valley Bank

Allyson Walter, 
Ames Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

Jan Williams, 
Heartland Senior Services

Marybeth Buchele, 
Professional Homeopath at 
Iowa Wellness Clinic

Kim Behrendt, Wells Fargo

John Coder, VisionBank

Nathan Buss, VisionBank

Lauris Olson, 
Ames Bulletin Board

David Orth, Spirited Giving

Tom Randall, 
Tom Randall Real Estate Team

Mary Beth Scott, Ames Tribune

Tim Tryon, First National Bank

Joe Reimers, 
Adams Funeral Home

Jason Cunningham, 
Greater Iowa Credit Union

Wendy Steenhoek, 
Knap Tedesco Insurance

Celebrate with a ribbon cutting

I f your business has completed a 
major remodeling project, moved 
to a new location, or changed 
ownership, you need to take 

advantage of the Chamber's ribbon cut-
ting service that brings members and 
the media to you.  

With each ribbon cutting, your busi-
ness will be exposed to the Ames com-
munity and Story County.  Event photos 

of your ribbon cutting will be published 
in the Chamber’s Weekly Email Update 
and the Ames Business Monthly. A rib-
bon cutting is a great way to invite peo-
ple to your location and showcase your 
business. 

After the fun has been had and the 
ribbon has been cut, the Chamber will 
frame your best photo and deliver it 
to your place of business along with a 

Chamber business card holder full of 
member businesses that attended your 
celebration. 

Not only does this opportunity get 
people to your place of business, but it 
offers a unique networking environment 
in addition to some great marketing. So 
what are you waiting for? Call Sarah at 
(515) 232-2310 to schedule your Rib-
bon Cutting today.

Cazador, located at 
3605 Lincoln Way 
celebrated a grand 
opening. CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE PHOTO

Heartland Staffi ng, located 
at 414 Northwestern St. 
No. 103, in Ames, celebrat-
ed a Grand Opening. 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO
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J oin us at the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce (1601 Golden Aspen 
Drive No. 110), to give a two 
minute “shameless plug” about                                                                                                                 

your organization while handing out 
business cards, brochures and/or 
any other promotional materials that 
describe your business or organiza-
tion. If you’ve never attended before, 
make this month your fi rst.

We purposely keep this event small 
to ensure great one-on-one interac-
tion with fellow Chamber members, 
so your RSVP is very important. 
Please register by calling the Cham-
ber offi ce no later than noon on Tues-
day, April 23rd. The event and con-
tinental breakfast are free, but you 
must RSVP to participate. See you at 
Breakfast.

C ongratulations to Oak-
wood Road Church and 
employees, located at 
2400 Oakwood Rd in 

Ames for being chosen as the 
Member of the Month. Ames 
Chamber of Commerce Chair 
Brian Dieter and Ames Cham-
ber of Commerce President Dan 
Culhane surprised the Oakwood 
Staff with the award. In celebra-
tion of this honor, a FREE lunch 
catered by B Fabulous BBQ will 
be delivered to the Oakwood 
Road Church for staff to enjoy.

Congratulations to the Member of the Month

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Business at Breakfast
Location: Ames Chamber of Commerce
Food sponsored by: Alpha Copies 
When: 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. , Thursday, April 25



AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | APRIL 2013 PAGE 15

JOIN THE 
CHAMBER

 Make new con-
nections, promote 
your business, take 
advantage of profes-
sional development 
programs and more 
when you join the 
Ames Chamber of 
Commerce. Contact 
Membership Director 
Sarah Buss at (515) 
232-2310 for more in-
formation on how you 
or your organization 
can become a Cham-
ber member.
 

When you join, here 
are some of the many 
benefi ts you can take 
advantage of right 
away.
 • Post coupons on 
our Website for FREE.
 • Attend monthly 
Business After Hours, 
Business at Breakfasts 
and more for FREE.
 • Take advantage 
of reasonably priced 
ways to promote 
your business such as 
ribbon cuttings and 
mailing labels, just to 
name a few.
 • Discounted Young 
Professionals of Ames 
membership (ages 21 
to 40).

Welcome new members

T hank you to the following members 
who have donated 10 percent more 
than their annual dues for Chamber 
projects:

Amcor

Ames Jaycees

Bob Lehmann

C&K Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing

Dahl’s

Glendandy Marketing and Advertising

Hunziker Property Management

HyVee Stores

Innovative Lighting

Moorman Clothiers

Nelson Electric

Steamway Craftsmen Cleaning Services

Sylvan Learning Center

Valentinos

Wal Mart Supercenter

Wheatsfi eld Cooperative 

M E M B E R S

CHAMBER

Zearing Health Care Center

Z earing Health Care Center, is a privately owned, comprehensive skilled 
nursing facility offering quality rehabilitative care as well as excellent 
long-term care. We take pride in providing customized care to our Resi-
dent’s individual needs. Through community resource collaboration and 

support to our families, we assist our residents in achieving their highest level 
of independence. At Zearing Health Care Center, you will fi nd the comforts of 
home. Contact Shelly Thompson for more information at (515) 745-0476.

Cazador

C azador has been offering Mexican food in Ames for more than 10 
years.  They have re-opened for business and have an exciting menu that 
includes favorites such as the Mexican magnifi co burrito, huevos ranche-
ro, arroz con pollo, tacos al carbon, chimichanga, burrito Cazador, pollo 

chipotle and many more. Stop by and sample a taste today at 3605 Lincoln Way.

Hazel Creative

H azel Creative, your resource for effective, cost-effi cient and lightning 
quick communications solutions. By choosing Hazel, you are ensuring 
a smooth ride with a fi nal product that sounds just as wonderful as it 
looks. Producing award-winning looks can only get you so far — Hazel 

is here to ensure you present the total package. Call Andrew Zalasky at (515) 
291-9497 for more information.

Food at First

T he Food At First program in Ames  currently consists of two parts: a 
free meal program, and a perishable food pantry. The free meal program 
serves seven meals per weekend is open to anyone who is hungry, no 
questions asked. Most are evening meals, and all are served at First Unit-

ed Methodist Church in downtown Ames. Perhaps the most interesting aspect of 
the program is our source of food: almost everything that we serve would other-
wise have been thrown away by local grocery stores and food services, but has 
been turned into wonderful, tasty meals! The perishable food pantry takes the 
thousands of pounds of great food that are left over (AFTER taking what they 
need for use in the meals), and gives it away to folks who need it. Distribution 
happens at what they call our “Free Market”, at 116 Washington (just south of 
the empty gas station on Lincoln Way). Distributions are at 5 to 5:30 PM every 
Monday and Thursday. Contact Chris Martin, Director, chris@FoodAtFirst.com 
for more information.
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2013 YPA Board
President Jenny Pollard, 
  ISU Alumni Association 
Past-President Shelly Greving, 
  Iowa 4H Foundation
President-Elect Jenni Talbott, 
  McFarland Clinic
Community Outreach and Part-
nerships Chair Melissa Hulme, 
  Iowa State University
Community Outreach and Part-
nerships Co-Chair Teresa Rummer, 
  First National Bank
Leadership and Professional 
Development Chair Andrea 
Hammes Dodge,  Mary Greeley
Leadership and Professional 
Development Co-Chair Nathan 
Buss, Vision Bank
Marketing Chair Sara Houlihan,     
North Grand Mall
Marketing Co-Chair Tor Finseth, 
 Northwestern Mutual
Social Chair Tera Lawson, Iowa State 
  University
Social Co-Chair Haley Cook, Ames 
  Convention and Visitors Bureau
Chamber Liaison/Staff Sarah Buss, 
  Ames Chamber of Commerce

Thank you to our 
2012-13 YPA sponsors

Alpha Copies
Ames Chamber of Commerce
Ames Community Bank
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU MBA
Mary Greeley Medical Center
Munn Lumber
North Grand Mall
Northwestern Mutual
Roseland, Mackey, Harris Architects, PC

Connect with YPA
Visit www.ypames.com for upcoming 

events, committee openings and volunteer 
opportunities.

O ne of the major moti-
vators for many of 
the men and women 
who participate 

in Young Professionals of 
Ames is the opportunity to 
help make a difference in the 
community.  While there are 
many volunteer opportunities 
for YPA members to partici-
pate in annually, one of the 
most popular and impactful 
is the Read With Me pro-
gram.  Two times a year, in 
the fall and the spring, YPA 
members visit classrooms in 
elementary schools across 
Ames to share the joy of 
reading. Volunteers spend 
between fi fteen and thirty 
minutes reading books to a 
classroom. Students are then 
each given a copy of a book 
to take home.

During each Read With 
Me day, between twenty-fi ve 
and thirty volunteers read 
to more than 650 students, 
meaning that more than 1300 
books are distributed each 

year. This effort has been an 
excellent opportunity to pro-
mote literacy in the Ames 
Schools and to encourage 
parents and children reading 
together at home.

For many YPA mem-
bers, this affords them an 
easy way to take time out of 
their busy schedules to be 
a part of something vital to 
the development of children.  
Andrea Hammes-Dodge, 
who has participated in sev-
eral Read With Me days, says 

her involvement is motivated 
by how important reading 
is.  She said “Education is 
a game-changer in life, and 
this program supports early 
childhood literacy which is 
so important. We all know 
that kids who read at home 
with their parents do better 
in school. So I love that we 
are encouraging that by giv-
ing each child a book to take 
home with them.” A new 
YPA member, Kim Hanna, 
found that not only was she 

motivated to help because 
of the importance of reading 
with young children, but she 
found the nostalgia of return-
ing to her own elementary 
school hard to resist. Hanna 
said “If even one student is 
positively affected by receiv-
ing the books, than the pro-
gram is successful. Even 
though we read a lot at home, 
I will always remember 
Mrs. Maxwell’s fi rst grade 
class at Meeker Elementary 
where reading was a big part 
of every day.  It was a great 
feeling to go back to Meeker 
and share that experience 
with a new generation of 
Ames kids.”  

The most recent Read 
with Me day, on March 26th 
and 27th, was yet another 
successful event and, as 
always, teachers, students 
and YPA volunteers reported 
that they continue to appre-
ciate the opportunity to be 
involved in such an impor-
tant activity. 

YPA’s Read With Me Program 
makes a difference in Ames

K ristin Pates has been an active member 
of Young Professionals of Ames for 
several years and was recently appoint-
ed to the YPA board, where she serves 

as co-chair of the Marketing Committee.  We 
asked Kristin to share why participating in the 
Read with Me program is so important to her:

Q How or what got you started volunteer-
ing for Read With Me?

A I started volunteering with Read with Me a 
few years ago because it sounded like a fun 

and rewarding way to give back. The short time 
span and ease to be involved was appealing. 

Q What is your favorite or most rewarding 
part of volunteering for Read With Me?

A I love the interaction with the children. 
They are so excited to welcome us as 

reading guests and listen to the books. They 
make me laugh every time.

The most rewarding part is knowing the 
benefi t in helping kids get excited about read-
ing. My employer, United Way of Story County, 
advocates and works toward creating a strong 
generation of readers and is working with com-
munity groups on grade level reading. Early 
reading can set up a person for success. 

Q Why should Young Professionals of Ames 
continue this volunteering program?

A YPA's Read with Me is a great way to offer 
members an easy way to volunteer that real-

ly does make a difference in the lives of children. 

April YPA Spotlight: Kristin Pates, 
Campaign Director, United Way of Story County  

Upcoming 
YPA 
Activities:

T hursday April 
11, 2013, 
5:30-8:00 pm: 
Thursday After 

Work (ThAW) at Per-
fect Games. Join fellow 
young professionals for 
networking, bowling 
and appetizers. For more 
event information please 
visit www.ypames.com. 
Registration deadline is 
April 5. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO
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Sign up today to be a part 
of the 4th of July Parade 
and Festival

T here’s no better way 
to celebrate the 4th 
of July holiday than 
with a parade. This 

classic, family-friendly 
event will have activities 
for all ages to enjoy and the 
Billy Riley Talent search 
will be bigger than ever 
before. This year, parade 
entries will be limited in 
each category so be sure to 
sign up today at amesdown-
town.org to claim your spot. 
We look forward to seeing 
you on Main Street in your 
red, white and blue.

T he Ames Main Street Farmers’ 
Market runs for fi ve months every 
Saturday from May 4 through 
September 28. The event is a 

great way for local farmers and vendors 
to showcase their products and a fun 
and convenient way to shop a variety 
of fresh and local produce, baked goods 
and more. The market will run every 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon and is 
located in the 400 block of Main Street. 
Grab your friends and family and check 
out this dynamic community event. 
You won’t want to miss the homegrown 
entertainment, cooking demonstrations 
and fun. For more information visit 
AmesMainStreetFarmersMarket.com. 

Ames Main 
Street 

Farmers’ 
Market begins 

in May
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M ark your calendars for Saturday, 
June 8, as we celebrate all that 
Campustown and Ames have to 
offer.

Bring your family and friends to soak in 
the sun, great music, fun activities for every-
one at Summerfest 2013. A 5K Fun Run/
Walk will start the third-annual celebration of 
Campustown at noon — beginning and end-
ing near the Clock Tower on Welch Avenue.  

Headlining band Brazilian 2wins are sched-
uled to perform from 6 to 9 p.m. and through-
out the day, local Central Iowa actors, dancers 
and bands will be performing on our commu-
nity stage. 

We invite current CAA investors as well 
as community members who are interested in 
joining CAA to participate in Summerfest — 
a great opportunity to promote your business 
to the Ames community.  

Make Campustown Shine

T he fi rst of THREE Campustown Shines dates in April will be Saturday, April 6, from 9 a.m. 
to noon with volunteers from VEISHEA Service Day. Two other Shines are scheduled for 
VEISHEA weekend (4/20 and 4/21) and volunteers are still needed for those dates. Contact 
director@amescampustown.com for more information.

The Campustown business district is proud to serve both the students of Iowa State University 
and residents of Ames.  With more than 100 businesses and organizations based out of our district, 
which stretches from Ash Avenue on the east to Sheldon Avenue to the west and from Lincoln Way 
south to Knapp Street, Campustown experiences a lot of foot traffi c. This helps keep the neighbor-
hood vibrant, but can also lead to problems with littering. Make Campustown Shine, presented by 
The Fighting Burrito, was organized by the Campustown Action Association as a monthly program 
to make our district attractive and welcoming for our customers. 

Want to keep up to date on what is happening in Campustown? Follow us on Twitter (@Ames-
Campustown) and Facebook (CampustownActionAssociation). For a full directory of all business-
es and organizations located in our district, please visit www.amescampustown.com

Summerfest in Ames
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