
Iowa

SMART WORKFORCE.  SMART BUSINESS.  SMART CHOICE.

304 Main, Ames, IA 50010
(515) 232-2310

www.AmesEDC.com

A WORLD-CLASS CITY IN AMERICA'S HEARTLAND



Population       
    2010 Census                      2015                        2020 Estimates 
Total Population             58,972                   62,222                   66,532
Total Households             22,771                   23,622                   25,440 
    
Households by Income (2015)       
        
Average   Income                $64,126     
Median Hhld Income $43,248     
Per Capita Income  $24,322 

Educational Attainment (2015)    
                  
Bachelor's Degree            31.96%   
 
Graduate Degree            25.76%   
 

Demographics

SMART CHOICE
Centrally and conveniently located in the heart of the Midwest and Iowa, Ames is 

known for its healthy, stable economy, flourishing cultural environment, and the world-
renowned Iowa State University.   Ames is an attractive location for new businesses 

to locate and for existing businesses to expand. World class companies including 3M, 
Barilla, BASF, Boehringer Ingelheim, Danfoss, Syngenta, and many others are located in 
Ames.  As a vibrant circle of university, commerce, and cooperation, the city of Ames is 

definitely a Smart Choice.
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#4 “Best Small Cities for 
                          Making a Living”

- MoneyGeek, 2016



Home of Iowa State University with student 
enrollment around 36,500.  (August 2016)

Ames is vital to the Cultivation Corridor, the 
Ames-Des Moines Corridor with an estimated 
population of 764,300.

The population of the Ames MSA is 95,550
 (census data estimate). 

#8 “The Top 10 Cities for Career 
Opportunities in 2016” (SmartAsset, 2016)

Ames, Iowa  was ranked the 3rd healthiest 
City in America (24/7 Wall St., 2016)

#4 “Best Small Cities for Making a Living” 
(MoneyGeek, 2016)

#3 on “2015 Best-Performing Small Cities: 
Where America’s Jobs Are Created and 
Sustained” list  (Milken Institute 2015)

U.S. City with the lowest unemployment rate 
(Forbes 2016) 

One of the top 100 most livable cities in 
America (Livability, 2015 )

Top 10 Best College Towns in America 
(Business Insider, 2016)

Quick Facts 
& Rankings

BIOTECHNOLOGY
BASF Plant Sciences
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica
Farmers Edge
GlobalVetLINK
MERCK Animal Health
Monsanto
NewLink Genetics
Renewable Energy Group 
Syngenta

ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING    
3M
Amcor Rigid Plastics
Barilla
BASF 
Danfoss
Technical Services, Inc.
Vermeer

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY    
AgLeader Technology
Climate Corporation
Global Reach Internet  Productions
Kingland Systems
Priority Five
Workiva
Xpanxion 

Smart Companies
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PARK PHOTO
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#4 “Best Small Cities for Making a Living” 



Business Advantages
Corporate Income Tax

Property and Sales or Use Taxes  

Research & Development Tax Credit

Single factor, non-unitary tax is based on the percentage of net sales income within the state.
50% deductibility of federal taxes from Iowa corporate income.
Iowa corporate income tax may be reduced or eliminated by state tax credit programs.

No personal property tax for corporate inventories of goods-in-process, raw materials or salable goods.
No property tax on industrial machinery, equipment or computers.
No sales or use tax on purchases of industrial machinery, equipment and computers used for 
manufacturing or to process data by insurance companies, financial institutions or certain 
commercial enterprises.
No sales tax on materials used in the manufacturing process or purchase of electricity or 
natural gas used directly in the manufacturing process. 

The credit offers up to 6.5% of the company’s qualifying research expenditures in Iowa.
Companies approved for expansion in an Enterprise Zone or under the High Quality Jobs program 
may be eligible for a supplemental tax credit for qualifying research and development activities. 
  

Competitive Advantages
Business Assistance
Local and  state financial assistance programs are 
available to aid businesses with their growth and 
expansion, including job training and tax credit 
programs. Assistance is available for any sized project 
and any sized company.

Ames Economic Development 
Commission (AEDC)
Stands ready to provide you with timely assistance 
in learning more about Ames and Story County as 
a first-class location for doing business. Whether 
it is site location assistance, packaging of financial 
incentives, or demonstrating an available workforce, 
you can rely on the AEDC for all of this and more as 
you contemplate investment in new or expanding 
operations.   www.AmesEDC.com

Available Building & Sites
An extensive and varied inventory of buildings and sites 
are available for business locations and expansions.  

Workforce
Attracting a suitable workforce is critically 
important to any business. The potential labor pool 
for Ames and Story County, Iowa is 563,002. Iowa 
State University provides students for internships 
and recent graduates for full-time positions. 
The WorkInAmes.com website supports both 
businesses and job seekers.  

World-Class Research Facilities 
Ames is home to the renowned research institution 
Iowa State University, as well as the National 
Centers for Animal Health, a Federal Department 
of Energy Lab and the Iowa Department of 
Transportation.

Central Location
Companies locate in Ames because of the superior 
geographic location.

Workforce Training
The Iowa Industrial New Jobs Training (260E) Program provides eligible businesses with new 
employee training.

Renewable Chemicals Production Tax Credit
This first of its kind tax credit incentivizes the production of high-value “building block” chemicals 
based on weight ($0.05 per pound produced) with annual limits of $1 million for start-ups and 
$500,000 for established businesses.  
Applications will become available early 2018 for the calendar year 2017 production period.
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Company Spotlight:
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica
For more than thirty years, BIVI has been a leader in the research and treatment of disease in animals 
with countless breakthroughs in emerging animal diseases. Their customers look to them for expertise 
and knowledge for the most pressing animal health challenges they face. With the constant quest for new 
innovations, they invest significantly in the most advanced technologies, cutting-edge equipment and 
infrastructure. BIVI celebrated the grand opening of their world class research laboratory in Ames, Iowa in 
April, 2016.

Great Idea: forming a start-
up community to foster Ames 
entrepreneurs

Startup Ames
An initiative led by local 
entrepreneurs that brings together 
local entrepreneurs to foster a 
robust community––creating fertile 
ground to launch new businesses 
in Ames. By creating events and 
activities that motivate and educate 
current and emerging entrepreneurs. 
By gathering local entrepreneurs, 
investors, and services to identify 
new business opportunities. And by 
promoting opportunities for new 
teams to form, and new ideas to be 
generated, refined, and validated.

First Shot
First Shot will give a local company 
or entrepreneur a chance to 
pitch their company to the Ames 
Community.  The community 
will then get the chance to ask 
questions, give tips and really dive 
into what each business is all about.

IdeaFlow is a new social event for 
the entire community. We want to 
see all kinds of people from each of 
these communities collide: business, 
tech, creative, music, university, 
stay-at-home mom–everyone is 
welcome!

Ideaflow



The 220+acre park  includes the ISU Economic Development Core Facility, a one-stop 
shop for businesses seeking Iowa State’s expertise & assistance. 

ISU Research Park Smart Workforce

Commuter Concentration
by Place of Residence (per ZIP Code)
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Iowa Country

Story County Laborshed

A Laborshed is defined as the area or region 
from which an employment center draws its 

commuting workers

• The private sector with the highest total quarterly wages in Story County is Wholesale trade.  
• The  “professional, scientific & technical” sector had the 2nd largest number of people employed in the 

private sector in Story County, Iowa.  
• The healthcare and social services sector has the largest private sector employment.  

(Iowa Workforce Development, 4th Qtr. 2015)

Wages and Employment 

Developed by the Ames Economic Development 
Commission, the WorkInAmes.com website supports 
both businesses and job seekers. WorkInAmes.com is a 
local job board for the Ames/Story County area. With 
this site employers are able to post jobs for free. People 
looking for a job in Ames are able to search a list of 
openings for full time, part time and internship positions. 

 

Work in Ames (WorkInAmes.com)

Ames, home to Iowa State University, serves as the northern anchor to Iowa’s Cultivation Corridor where 
industry leaders from around the globe come to support and sustain the science that feeds the world.
www.cultivationcorridor.org

total annual salaries

companies

total employees

1700
65
$70+ mil

total jobs created

avg. annual salary 

6000

Stats
Current Park

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PARK 
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park acres

220+
building sq. ft.

550000

$65000


