
The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that 
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

Chamber Update
JULY 2012

R
enewable Energy 
Group’s Chairman, 
Jeff Stroburg and 
President and CEO, 
Daniel J. Oh, won 

the Entrepreneur Of The Year 
Award in the Central Midwest 
by Ernst & Young LLP last 
month. This award is a great 
honor for Renewable Energy 
Group (REG), but it’s also a 
large nod to the Ames commu-
nity and the kind of talent that 
lives, works, and thrives in cen-
tral Iowa.

There are lots of great things 
happening in Ames all the time, 
and sometimes it’s easy to for-
get to celebrate our accomplish-
ments and the people that make 
this community a smart choice. 
REG is a great reminder of 
what can happen if a commu-
nity has the right resources for 
forward thinking.  

“Having companies in 
Ames like REG is a great 
asset to our community,” said 
Dan Culhane, president and 
CEO of the Ames Chamber 
of Commerce and Economic 
Development Commission. 
“We appreciate their commu-
nity involvement, choosing 
Ames to do business, and tak-
ing advantage of the pool of 

talent that Ames provides.”
REG has a deep history in 

value-added agriculture and 
was established as an indepen-
dent energy company in 2006. 
Today, REG owns more than 
210 million gallons of produc-
tion capacity at six biorefiner-
ies and employs more than 275 
people nationwide in all aspects 
of feedstock procurement, fuel 
conversion and biodiesel sales 
and marketing.

  Stroburg and Oh recog-
nized REG’s employees for 
driving positive organizational 
results and attributed the com-
pany’s excellent status to their 
team.

“We congratulate REG on 
their award,” said Ron Hallen-
beck, vice president of exist-
ing business and industry of the 
Ames Economic Development 
Commission. “This award is yet 
another testament to what Ames 
is accomplishing in a slowly 
recovering national economy. 
Things are happening here.”

Ames-based company recognized 
for entrepreneurial successes

RENEWABLE ENERGY GROUP

Chamber of CommerCe photos

Renewable Energy Group Chairman Jeff Stroburg, left, and President and CEO Daniel J. Oh.
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 The Chamber Update newsletter is pub-
lished by the Ames Chamber of Commerce, 
1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110, Ames, IA, 
50010; phone: (515) 232-2310; 
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US

2012 BOARd 
Of diRECTORS

ExECUTivE COmmiTTEE
frank Nogel, Chair 
 ISU Athletic Department
Brian dieter, Chair-Elect/vice Chair, 
Community development 
 Mary Greeley Medical Center
Kim Linduska, Treasurer 
 Des Moines Area Community College
Carol Kisling and Chris Nelson, vice Chair, 
membership 
 KASI-KCCQ Radio and Nelson Electric
Julie harris and Pam Elliott-Cain, 
vice Chair, Government 
Affairs 
 US Bank and Iowa State University
Jolene Randall, immediate 
Past Chair 
 Knapp-Tedesco Insurance
dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARd mEmBERS

Jamie Courtney
 Olde Main Brewing Company
Nicole Gebhart
 First National Bank
John haila 
 Haila Architecture Structure Planning
John Joiner
 City of Ames
maureen dockstader
 LWBJ LLP
dan Nutini
 Roseland, Mackey, Harris, Architects
Natalie Lischer
 Renewable Energy Group

Thank 
you for 
playing

Safety in the workplace

Congratulations to DMACC
mEmBER Of ThE mONTh

Chamber of CommerCe photo
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C
ongratu-
lations 
to Des 
Moines 
Area 

Community College 
(DMACC) on being 
selected the Member of 
the Month. Kim Lin-
duska, Executive Vice 
President of Academic 
Affairs at DMACC, 
accepted the award from 
Ames Chamber of Com-
merce Board Chair, 
Frank Nogel, and the 
Ames Chamber of Com-
merce Board.

DMACC’s adminis-
trative office was deliv-
ered a FREE lunch 
catered by B Fabulous 
BBQ.

T
hank you, 2012 
Ames Chamber 
Annual Golf Day 
sponsors and par-
ticipants.

We’d like to thank all 
our members who spon-
sored and golfed during our 
2012 Annual Golf Day, on 
June 15.  Stay tuned for the 
August issue of the Ames 
Business Monthly for pho-
tos from a day of fun on the 
course.

E
mployees of Ames 
Chamber businesses 
are invited to attend 
our next Business 
Improvement Forum 

of 2012 at 7:30 a.m. Thursday, 
July 20, at Somerset Club-
house (2400 Aspen Road). 

Our July Forum, Personal 
Safety in the Workplace, will 
focus on workplace safety, 
identity theft and protecting 
yourself from it. Please RSVP 
by Wednesday, July 19, by 
registering on our website at 
www.ameschamber.com or 
calling Crystal at 232-2310. 
Business Improvement Forums 
are open to Ames Chamber 
members only and are free to 
attend. Continental breakfast is 
provided. 

 GOLf dAY

Business improvement forum: 
Personal Safety in the Workplace

When: 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Thursday, July 19
Where: Somerset Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road

 BUSiNESS imPROvEmENT fORUm
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Applications are 
due by July 20

Make a reservation, 
plug your business

N
ow is the time to apply 
for the Chamber pro-
gram that develops and 
furthers your leadership 
reach in the Ames com-

munity. Applications for the 2012-
13 Leadership Ames Class XXVI, 
presented by sponsor Mary Greeley 
Medical Center, are now available 
at the Ames Chamber offices, on the 
Chamber website (www.amescham-
ber.com) or by contacting Crystal 
Davis (crystal@ameschamber.com or 
232-2310). Applications are due by 
5 p.m. on Friday, July 20, and will be 

reviewed by a selection committee. 
The application is extensive, so allow 
yourself enough time to complete 
them thoughtfully and thoroughly.

Congratulations to Rich Iverson 
(City of Ames) and MaryJune Lok-
ken Jackson (PCI Academy) who will 
be this year’s program co-chairs for 
Class XXVI.

M
ark your calendar for 
the next series of Ames 
Chamber Legislative 
Luncheons! These lunch 
events give us a great 

opportunity to meet with our commu-
nity’s elected officials to discuss leg-
islative matters. Our policymakers are 
always happy to respond to our ques-
tions and concerns. 

Now that the 2012 Iowa Legisla-
tive Session is complete, our luncheons 
will feature local government officials. 
Please plan to join us for these informa-
tive sessions. 

Upcoming dates:
• Friday, July 27 -  11:30 a.m. regis-

tration and lunch, noon program
• Friday, Aug. 24 - 11:30 a.m. regis-

tration and lunch, noon program
• Friday, Sept. 28 - 11:30 a.m. registra-

tion and lunch, noon program
The Legislative Luncheon registration 

fee is $5 for Chamber members and their 
guests. 

Luncheon locations are listed on the 
Chamber’s website at www.amescham-
ber.com. Please register by noon on the 
Thursday before the luncheon in order to 
secure your spot and confirm your meal. 

The Chamber thanks our 2012 Legis-
lative Lunch Season sponsors:

• Harold Pike Construction
• Harrisvaccines, Inc.
• HR Green
• LWBJ Financial
We also recognize our 2012 Taking 

Leadership sponsors for supporting the 
Chamber’s Government Affairs activities 
throughout the entire year:

• Becker Underwood
• Converse Conditioned Air
• Mary Greeley Medical Center
• Renewable Energy Group

Join us at Executive Express, 
129 Hayward Avenue, to give 
a two minute “shameless 
plug” about your organiza-
tion while handing out busi-

ness cards, brochures and/or any 
other promotional materials that 
describe your business or organi-
zation.

We purposely keep this event 
small to ensure great one-on-one 
interaction with fel-
low Chamber mem-
bers, so your RSVP 
is very important. 
Please register no 
later than noon 
Tuesday, July 24. 
The event and conti-
nental breakfast are 
free, but you must 
RSVP to participate.

Chamber 
will host 
legislative 
luncheons

LEAdERShiP AmES mEET ThE POLiCYmAKERS

BUSiNESS AT BREAKfAST

food and 
beverage 

sponsored by 
Alpha Copies
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T
he 12th annual Salute to 
Educators is scheduled for 
August 2012. These annu-
al luncheons celebrate the 
value of our area educa-

tors from Ames, Ballard, Gilbert and 
United Community Schools. You can 
show your support by sponsoring the 
event or providing in-kind donations 
for lunch or “goodie bag” materials.

Support Sponsors who give $100 
to the event will have the opportu-
nity to include promotional informa-
tion in “goodie” bags that are dis-
tributed to each attendee.

Goodie bags will be given to 750 
educators, administrators and staff 
at the Ames, Ballard, Gilbert and 
United School Districts as well as 
the private schools in Ames. Cham-
ber businesses can provide items to 
be included in the bags such as pens, 
pencils, notepads, rulers, markers, 
tape, Post-It notes, and other things 
that would benefit the teachers and 
staff.

For more information about 
Salute to Educators or to contribute 

as a sponsor, please contact Crystal 
Davis (crystal@ameschamber.com), 
or call the Chamber office at 232-
2210.

Co-chairmen 
of this year’s 
TRC, Brian 
Dieter with 
Mary Greeley 
Medical Cen-
ter and John 
Russell with 
Bankers Trust, 
get a photo 
taken with 
Elvis Presley at 
the campaign’s 
victory party.

Chamber of 
CommerCe photo

T
he Chamber began its inaugu-
ral Total Resource Campaign 
(TRC) in April, and it came 
to a close on Friday, June 1.

Not only has the Total 
Resource Campaign raised over 
$300,000 in sponsorship and member-
ship dollars for the Ames Chamber, but 
it has also been an excellent opportuni-
ty for members to share with the Ames 
community how the Chamber strives to 
make Ames a better place to live, work 
and do business. 

We also had some fun along the 
way. The Chamber’s staff and volun-
teers had a great time working on this 
inaugural campaign — it offered a 
unique chance to make new friends and 

support the Chamber’s mission all at 
the same time. 

The Chamber appreciates the over-
whelming supportive response received 
from the community. Not only did 
we surpass our campaign goal of 
$250,000, but we’ve had several Ames 
area businesses join the Chamber as a 
result of the campaign.

Our sincere thanks go out to all the 
organizations that pledged their sup-
port to the Chamber during the Total 
Resource Campaign. In addition, the 
Chamber thanks the volunteers who 
worked tirelessly to reach out to the 
community, spreading the news about 
the Chamber and our affiliate organiza-
tions.

 hONORiNG TEAChERS

Total Resource Campaign raises funds, awareness

Salute to Educators luncheon ahead

Chamber of CommerCe photo

PROGRAm
SPONSORS:
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Join the Chamber!
 Make new connections, promote 
your business, take advantage of profes-
sional development programs and more 
when you join the Ames Chamber of 
Commerce. Contact Membership Direc-
tor Sarah Buss at (515) 232-2310 for 
more information on how you or your 
organization can become a Chamber 
member.
 When you join, here are some of the 
many benefits you can take advantage of 
right away!
 • Post coupons on our website 
for fREE.
 • Attend monthly Business After 
hours, Business at Breakfasts, Busi-
ness improvement forums, and 
more for fREE.
 • Take advantage of reasonably 
priced ways to promote your busi-
ness such as ribbon cuttings, and 
mailing labels, just to name a few.
 • discounted Young Profession-
als of Ames membership (ages 21 
to 40).

This page sponsored by

Welcome, new Ames Chamber members
Diam Pest Control is your 

trusted full service pest con-
trol. They employ state-of-the-
art techniques to rid your home 
of pests. Instead of relying on 
a truck full of old-fashioned, 
high-dose chemical insecticides, 
Diam Pest Control first sizes 
up the situation, determines the 
trouble spots, and then applies 
baits, outdoor perimeter treat-
ment, and the selective appli-
cation of low-dose insecticide. 
Prevent and control pest from 
your home and business by call-
ing Ryan or Perry today at (515) 
244-3533. 

Just Fabulous Darling is a 
unique new boutique offering 
a different way of shopping for 
that perfect accessory, purse 
or complete outfit. Their bou-
tiques are located in Newton, 
Ames, and Great Bend, KS, 
and are filled with a mix of fun, 
flirty and affordable fashion 
apparel and accessories, includ-
ing: fashionable dresses, cute 
tops, premium denim jeans, 
unique jackets, fun handbags, 
fashion jewelry, belts, watch-
es, scarves and hats. Visit their 
location at 2610 Northridge 
Parkway, Suite 101, Ames 
today!

Esprit Salon is owned by 
Ben and Leah McConville. 
Esprit Salon’s concept is to 
bring inspiration and confidence 
to everyone they meet through 
commitment, vision and skills. 
They offer massage, full body 
waxing, advanced hair ser-
vices, haircuts, hair extensions 
and more! Visit the salon at 809 
Wheeler, Suite 107 or call for 
an appointment today at (515) 
233-5125.

Hawkeye Gold, LLC, locat-
ed at 416 South Bell, provides 
professional marketing services 
for distiller grains. They have 
an industry leading team with 
many years of experience in 
marketing distillers and other 
commodities and have access to 
a wide range of local, domes-
tic and international markets. 
Hawkeye Gold, LLC also pro-
vides complete logistic manage-
ment and accounting functions 
for their client plants which 
have state of the art ethanol 
facilities that produce a premi-
um golden color distiller grains 
that is highly nutritious and well 
suited for animal feed.

Makers Custom Blinds, 
LLC is a window covering 
company that provides in-home 
consultations, sells, and installs 
quality window coverings.  
They carry Hunter Douglas Pri-
ority.

Edward Jones Investments, 
Marin Felz is located at 2615 
Northridge Parkway, Suite 101. 
Edward Jones was built on a 
foundation of principles that 
help guide their investment 
decisions and client relation-
ships. Call Marin Felz to talk 
about your investment options 
at (515) 292-9272.

Birdhaven Estates is a hous-
ing development located two 
miles west of Ames just ¼ 
mile north of Highway 30 off 
W Avenue.  The development 
consists of 20 home sites with 
almost 30 acres of community 
property with two pond/wetland 
areas and many trees. For more 
information call Dough McCay 
at (515) 292-5881.

Matthew Grebasch Individ-
ual member

Select Homes of Iowa is 
owned by Rich McCay-Read. 
Select Homes of Iowa is a new 
custom homebuilder company 
started up in September 2011, 
with 25 years of homebuilding 
experience.  They are able to 
build the home of your dreams 
or help you remodel projects. 
They offer tremendous person-
al service for the central Iowa 
area. For more information go 
to www.selecthomesof iowa.
com.

Ames Lawn Care & Main-
tenance provides grass care, 
gardening maintenance, natu-
ral lawn service, and lawn 
mowing services. Let the 
friendly staff of Ames Lawn 
Care and Maintenance help 
you win the award for the best 
lawn on the block! Call Marc 
Ploessi at (515) 291-8074 for a 
quote today!

Sprint By Solutions Ready, 
located at 1310 South Duff 
Avenue, Suite 106, is dedicated 
to providing wireless solutions 
for your company. The services 
are designed to help your com-
pany become more productive 
to increase revenue and to pro-
vide world class customer ser-
vice.

Cold Stone Creamery is all 
about delivering the finest ice 
cream, made just for you. They 
start with the highest quality 
ice cream and add wide variety 
of min-ins, combined to cre-
ate your personalized ice cream 
experience. Visit the Ames store 
at 1301 S. Duff Ave., Suite 101.

Thank you to the following members 
who have donated 10 percent more than 
their annual dues for Chamber projects:

American National insurance
Pizza Pit

M E M B E R S

CHAMBER

www.snyder-associates.com
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Steve Bock, RE/MAX Real Estate 
Center
Adam Boeding, First American Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Stacy dreyer, First National Bank
Kendra Eibs, Sam’s Club
Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit 
Union
Casey Rath, First National Bank
Traci Jennings, RE/MAX Real Estate 
Center
matt Julich, Bear Marketing
Amy Juhnke, Lutheran Services in Iowa
Sara Lehman, First National Bank
Joy Leister, Valley Bank
Lloyd flanders, RE/MAX Real Estate 

Center
Jeff Ratcliff, Executive Express
Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland 
Technology Solutions          
Rudy fors, U.S. Bank
Allyson Walter, Ames Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
Jan Williams, Heartland Senior Services
vince Sabatino, Virtual Rabbit
Lynn Scarlett, United Way Story 
County
Stacey harrison, U.S. Bank
Emily Bayliss, Sign Pro
maryBeth Buchele, Health Naturally
Kim Behrendt, Wells Fargo Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at Somerset

John Coder, Ames Community Bank
Tom drenthe, Main Street Cultural 
District
Barry Green, Ames Community Bank
John Greving, The Ames Tribune
Brad Sargent, Marshalltown 
Broadcasting, Inc.
Abby hausmann-virgil, The Blood 
Center of Iowa
Lauris Olson, Ames Bulletin Board/
AmesNewsOnline.com
david Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Tom Randall, Tom Randall Real Estate 
Team
Tim Rasmussen, Alfred’s Carpet & 
Decorating

mary Beth Scott, The Ames Tribune
michael Sills, Mediacom
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
mark doyle,  Mark Doyle State Farm 
Agency
mandy fjelland, Finesse Spa Salon
Kirt Till, Thrivant Financial
Sharon holst, Hunziker and Associates
Ben handsaker, Bufords Steak House 
& BBQ
Angie Selby, Springer Professional 
Home Services
Joe Reimers, Adams Funeral Home
Tara Ethington, Marshalltown 
Broadcasting, Inc.

 AmES ChAmBER Of COmmERCE AmBASSAdORS

UPCOmiNG RiBBON CUTTiNGS:
• July 11 | NewLink Genetics | 10:30 a.m. | 2503 South Loop Drive, Suite 5100
 if you have a new business, relocation, expansion or business anniversary, let the Chamber celebrate with you! Contact the Chamber 
offices at (515) 232-2310 to schedule a ribbon cutting of your own.

"

I
f your business has completed a 
major remodeling project, moved 
to a new location or changed own-
ership, you need to take advantage 
of the Chamber’s Ribbon Cutting 

service that brings members and the 
media to you.

With each ribbon cutting, your busi-
ness will be exposed to the Ames com-
munity and Story County by the Cham-
ber. The photos of your ribbon cutting 
will be published in the Chamber’s 
Weekly Email Update, the Ames Busi-
ness Monthly, and will attract a Cham-
ber crowd.

After the fun has been had and the 
ribbon has been cut, the Chamber will 
frame your best photo and deliver it 
to your place of business along with a 
Chamber encrusted business card holder 
chock-full of member businesses that 
attended your celebration.

Not only does this opportunity get 
people to your place of business, but it 
offers a unique networking environment 
in addition to some great marketing. So 
what are you waiting for? Call Sarah at 
(515) 232-2310 to schedule your ribbon 
cutting today.

CELEBRATE WiTh 
A RiBBON CUTTiNG

Chamber of CommerCe photo

Jacquelyn’s Photography celebrated the opening of their art collection called, “A Little Italian Trip.” Stop in today at 406 Main 
Street to view the spectacular photos.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

AEdC: Ames Economic Development Commission • BAh: Business After Hours • CAA: Campustown Action Association • C: Chamber Offi ce • fAW: Friday After Work 
• L&L: Lunch & Learn • R/C: Ribbon Cutting • YPA: Young Professionals of Ames • YLA: Youth Leadership Ames

8:30 a.m.: Fourth 
of July Parade and 
Festival
(downtown Ames)

10:30 a.m.: New-
Link Genetics (R/C)

Noon: Membership 
Committee (C)

5:00 p.m.:  ThAW
(West Towne Pub)
5:30 p.m.: Tune In to Main 
Street (Tom Evans Plaza)

7:30 a.m.: Business 
Improvement Forum 
(Somerset)

7:30 a.m.: Business 
at Breakfast (Execu-
tive Express)

5:30 p.m.: Tune In to Main 
Street (Tom Evans Plaza)

11:30 a.m.: Legislative 
Lunch (site TBD)

8 a.m.: Ames Main 
Street Farmers 
Market
(400 block of
Main Street)

8 a.m.: Ames Main 
Street Farmers 
Market
(400 block of
Main Street)

8 a.m.: Ames Main 
Street Farmers 
Market
(400 block of
Main Street)

8 a.m.: Ames Main 
Street Farmers 
Market
(400 block of
Main Street)

5:30 p.m.: Tune in 
to Main Street
(Tom Evans Plaza)

Independence Day

Leadership Ames XXVI
application deadline

July calendar

JU
LY

 Business After Hours
Tuesday, July 19
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

ICS Advanced Technologies
235 Alexander Ave.

Brought to you by:

Beat the heat with friends new & old, complimentary food and drink!

4:30 p.m.: CAA (Welch Ave. Station)
5:30 p.m.: Tune In to Main Street
5:00 p.m.: BAH (ICS)

Summer sidewalk sales Summer sidewalk sales
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YPA JULY NEWS

Welcome our newest 
YPA members

Kelsey Beck, First National Bank
Amber deardorff, Mary Greeley 
Medical Center
Lucas deardorff, First National Bank
Justin holm, Northwestern Mutual
michael Klocke-Sullivan, City of 
Ames
Kate Knapp, First National Bank
Kelsi Lindemann, First National Bank
Stephanie mcLaughlin, First Nation-
al Bank
did you know? Membership dis-
counts are available to businesses reg-
istering multiple members. Contact 
YPA today to learn more! 

Upcoming YPA Events
Thursday, July 12 – Thursday After 

Work (ThAW), 5 – 7 p.m., West Towne 
Pub patio

Saturday, July 28 – Kids Zone, 8 a.m. 
– 12 noon, Ames Main Street Farmers’ 
Market

Thursday, August 9 - Thursday After 
Work (ThAW), 5 – 7 p.m., location TBD

Thank you to our 
2011-12 sponsors

ACE Community Credit Union
Ames Chamber of Commerce
Ames Community Bank
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
Iowa State University MBA Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

Connect with YPA
Visit www.ypames.com for upcoming 

events, committee openings and volun-
teer opportunities.

S ummer is here and it’s not too late 
to enjoy the many events, activi-
ties and opportunities that Ames 
and Story County have to offer. 

The Young Professionals of Ames (YPA) 
encourages young professionals and their 
families to consider Ames first when plan-
ning summer outings. Here are our top 15 
things to do this summer.

1. Ames Fourth of 
July Celebration

F or classic family fun, the 4th of 
July Parade & Festival is sure to 
be a hit. More than 100 groups 
participate in the parade, and 

the festival is fun for all ages. You won’t 
want to miss the Bill Riley Talent search.

2. Join YPA on 
Ames patios

C onnect with old friends or 
meet new friends every sec-
ond Thursday of the month 
from 5 to 7 p.m. for Thursday 

After Work (ThAW). The next event is 
July 12 at West Towne Pub. Everyone is 
welcome.

3. Yoga in the Park

S tart your weekends off right at 
10 a.m. on Saturdays through 
July 14 with free yoga classes at 
Bandshell Park from Ames Parks 

& Recreation.

4. Summer Iowa 
Games

P articipate as an athlete or spec-
tator in more than 50 sports 
offered during the Summer Iowa 
Games, July 13-22. 

5. Ames on the 
Half Shell

G rab your friends and enjoy 
Friday nights from 5 – 8 p.m. 
at Bandshell Park. Enjoy 
tasty fare from a local food 

vendor while relaxing and listening to 
summer tunes and select brew from Olde 
Main Brewing Company.

Ames is the place for summer fun

ames tribune file photo

Redzband rocks Bandshell Park during the Ames on the Half Shell concert series.



AmES ChAmBER Of COmmERCE | JULY 2012 PAGE 9

YPA needs 
partners 
for Kids 
Zone on 
Saturdays

D oes your organization have 
an interest to host the Kids 
Zone booth at the Main 
Street Farmers Market?

YPA is in need of partner organi-
zations to host the Kids Zone at the 
Ames Main Street Farmers’ Mar-
ket this season. Our greatest needs 
are July, September and October. We 
also have a couple weekends open in 
August.

Please contact Jenni Talbott at jtal-
bott@mcfarlandclinic.com or (515) 
509-7274 if you have an interest to 
host the Kids Zone booth or if you 
would like to volunteer.

6. Story County Fair

S ee the accomplishments of local 
4-H and FFA youth at the coun-
ty fairgrounds in Nevada, July 
20-25.

7. Tune In to Main 
Street

B ands will perform every Thurs-
day night through the end of 
July at Tom Evans Plaza on 
Main Street. Better yet, there is 

entertainment for the kids and stores will 
be open late for shopping.

8. All American 
Weekend

E njoy a variety of activities, food 
and entertainment the weekend 
of Aug. 31-Sept. 1, including 
an All American Car Show and 

BBQ contest in downtown Ames, plus 
additional events around the community.

9. Ames Main Street 
Farmers’ Market

E njoy a hot breakfast prepared by 
local vendors, listen to live music 
and shop for fresh fruits, veggies, 
breads, meats, cheeses, unique 

arts and crafts and more. The YPA Kids 
Zone also has games and arts and crafts for 
children. Saturdays through October from 8 
a.m. to noon on Main Street.

10. Octagon Center 
for the Arts

E xpress your artistic side through 
classes offered throughout the 
year including subjects of draw-
ing, painting, dance, writing, 

acting, and ceramics.

11. Join a sports 
league

P arks and Recreation’s two-on-
two co-ed sand volleyball league 
starts after July 4. Fall Softball 
registration opens at the end of 

July. Indoor volleyball runs September 
through December.

12. Furman 
Aquatics Center

E njoy the 50-meter pool, lazy 
river, splash pool and slides 
throughout the summer from 1 
– 8 p.m.

13. Enjoy Ames’ 36 
city parks

T here’s fun for the whole family, 
from bike and walking trails to 
shelters and playgrounds. You 
are sure to enjoy an active sum-

mer day.

14. Sip and listen at 
Ames’ wineries

E njoy an afternoon or evening 
of live music at one of the local 
wineries. 

15. Find your fun 
on the water

R ent a kayak, canoe or tube and 
enjoy a weekend at Ada Hayden 
Heritage Park or on a nearby 
river.

Chamber of CommerCe photo

The furman Aquatics Center is a great place to cool off and hang out for the 
day with your family.

hELP OUT

Chamber of CommerCe photo

Kids enjoy crafts in Tom Evans Plaza 
Saturday mornings at the Ames Main 
Street Farmers’ Market.
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mAiN STREET CULTURAL diSTRiCT

Crowds visit 18th 
annual ArtWalk, 
presented by 
Chocolaterie Stam

T he 18th annual ArtWalk, present-
ed by Chocolaterie Stam, was a 
huge success with nearly 4,000 
people in attendance to enjoy 

local artists at over 40 downtown Ames 
locations on Friday, June 1. ArtWalk 

offered a wide variety of 
media from jewelry mak-
ers, painters, photogra-
phers, and wood workers, 
fun entertainment, live 
demonstrations, and wine 
and beer sampling.

The ArtWalk kick-
off cer-
emony in 
Tom Evans 
Plaza invit-
ed visi-
tors to join 
MSCD 
in giving 
the Ames 

Foundation a “BIG Thanks” as well as 
a few words from the Public Arts Com-
mission about the new “Art Around the 
Corner” installations. Guests were able to 
sign the giant card to show appreciation 
of all the projects the Ames Foundation 
supports in downtown Ames. 

There were many new activities for 
ArtWalk this year including a new chalk 
drawing competition that drew visi-
tors to the City Hall parking lot where 
they could vote for the People’s Choice 
Award. Participating artists were encour-
aged to draw an image to the theme of 
“Sweet Things.” A new kids’ crafts area 
was also available at Youth & Shel-
ter Services (YSS) and fun, live music 
throughout the District entertained guests 
of all ages. The new ArtWalk After Hours 
event featured art-related entertainment 
in participating downtown bars and res-
taurants. MSCD is excited to see these 
events grow next year. 

Thank you to 2012 ArtWalk sponsors: 
Chocolaterie Stam, Wilson Toyota Scion, 
and H&R Block. Visit www.AmesDown-
town.org to see pictures from this year’s 
event. 

mAiN STREET 
CULTURAL diSTRiCT 
SUmmER SChEdULE 

Of EvENTS

Tune in to main Street
Every Thursday through July 26, 

5:30-7:30 p.m.

fourth of July Parade and 
festival

Wednesday, July 4 
Parade, 11 a.m., festival, noon

Ames main Street 
farmers’ market

Saturdays through October 27, 
8 a.m.-noon

Summer Sidewalk Sales
July 26-28

Chamber of CommerCe photo

more than 4,000 people turned out for ArtWalk on June 1.

Chamber of CommerCe photo

Artist mike Smith demonstrates his craft at ArtWalk.
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Wells Fargo 
presents Tune In 
to Main Street

T he Main Street Cul-
tural District and the 
Ames Community Arts 
Council are proud to 

announce the ninth season of the 
Tune In to Main Street concert 
series. The fi rst four weeks wel-
comed hundreds to Tom Evans 
Plaza. The concert series kicked 
off Thursday, June 7 and runs 
every Thursday through July 
26 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Many shops stay open until 8 
p.m. throughout the summer 
often hosting their own special 
events and promotions. At Tom 
Evans Plaza, a number of chil-
dren’s activities are available 
each week including fun games 
and a bounce house. 

In addition to the music and 
family entertainment, there is 
also an outdoor food vendor each 
week. The community is invit-
ed to bring family and friends 
downtown Ames to listen to a 
great show and experience all 
that downtown Ames has to offer 
Thursday evenings in the Main 
Street Cultural District.

Presenting Sponsor Kids’ Activities Sponsor

Ames Silversmithing

Ames Silversmithing 
presents Fourth of 
July in the District

2 012 marks the ninth year for 
Ames’ Fourth of July Parade 
and Festival on Main Street. 
This year’s event is presented by 

Ames Silversmithing. Each year, crowds 
swell to more than 10,000 people. 
Fourth of July in the District has grown 
to include a pancake breakfast, the Bill 
Riley Talent Search, live music, and a 
festival with lots of fun activities.

The Fourth of July will kick off with 
the City Council’s pancake breakfast on 
Clark Avenue in front of City Hall from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. The Bill Riley Tal-
ent Search will be at the corner of Main 
Street and Burnett from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Immediately following the Bill Riley Tal-
ent Search, the parade begins, featuring 
nearly 100 local entries. The day con-
cludes with a family-friendly festival on 

Burnett Avenue and Main Street and in 
Tom Evans Plaza. The festival is fi lled 
with games, music, children’s activities, 
live performances, demonstrations, infl at-
ables, and food.

Leading the parade as the 2012 Grand 
Marshal is former Ames Assistant City 
Manager Sheila Lundt. The parade would 
not be a success without Sheila’s leader-
ship and dedication to volunteerism in 
the Ames community. 

AmES fOURTh Of JULY 
SChEdULE

Wednesday, July 4
8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Free Pancake Breakfast 
at City Hall

9-11 a.m. Bill Riley 
Talent Search at Tom Evans Plaza

11 a.m. Parade on Main and Fifth 
streets

Noon-3 p.m. Festival on Burnett 
Avenue, Main Street, and Tom Evans 
Plaza

2012 fOURTh Of JULY PARAdE ANd fESTivAL SPONSORS

Parade Sponsors Bill Riley Talent Search Sponsor

Red, White & Blue Sponsors

The Fourth of July Parade and Festival is 
also supported by the Ames Community 
Grant Program and the City of Ames.

Gene Johnson, 
Realtor

Chamber of CommerCe photo

Tune in to main Street kicked off June 7 in Tom Evans Plaza.

SChEdULE
All shows from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
July 5* Flying Pig, Fiddle & Banjo – South-

ern Appalachian old-time music & more
July 12 Brewer Project – pop & jazz
July 19* Trouble No More – blues  
July 26 Keith McCaulley and Friends – solo 

classical guitar, folk and rock duets
* Balloon artist Becca Wemhoff will be on 

hand from 6-7:30 p.m. 
For a list of summer concerts, including Ames 

on the Half Shell, the Ames Municipal Band Con-
certs, and Bookends at the Bandshell, visit www.
AmesDowntown.org and www.AmesArt.org.

SPONSORS
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Award-winning Ames 
Main Street Farmers’ 
Market keeps it fresh

T he months of May and June wel-
comed beautiful weather and excep-
tional attendance from the Ames 
Community. The weekly cooking 

demonstrations are quickly becoming a visitor 
favorite which feature menu items prepared 
using foods found at the Market fresh each 
Saturday morning. Guest chefs prepare meals 
onsite to highlight the superior taste and nutri-
tional value of locally grown foods, to edu-

cate visitors how to prepare fresh foods, and 
how to eat seasonally. 

This year’s six-month market enables 
consumers to buy directly from Iowa ven-
dors/producers offering seasonal fresh fruit, 
vegetables, meats, cheeses, arts, crafts, 
organic soaps, fresh flowers, plants and 
much more. In addition to the variety of ven-
dors, the Market also provides weekly live, 
local entertainment and the Young Profes-
sionals of Ames (YPA) host a Kids Zone 
each week where kids have the opportunity 
to play games, create crafts, or participate 
in whatever fun activity YPA has planned 
for that day. The Ames Main Street Farm-
ers’ Market (AMSFM) runs every Satur-
day through Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-noon on the 

400 block of Main Street and in Tom Evans 
Plaza. 

Sponsors for this year’s season are: Iowa 
State University; Wheatsfield Cooperative; 
Innova Ideas & Services; Ames Community 
Grant Program, facilitated by the Ames Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau; KASI/KCCQ; 
The Ames Tribune; The Sun; AmesNewsOn-
line.com; Ames Bulletin Board; Prairie Rivers 
of Iowa Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment, Inc.; Ames Chamber of Commerce; and 
the MSCD. 

To learn more about the vendors, kids’ 
activities and special events at the Market, 
please visit www.AmesMainStreetFarmers-
Market.com, or find the market on Facebook 
and Twitter.

Chamber of CommerCe photo

The Ames main Street farmers’ market comes alive each Saturday on Main Street and in Tom Evans Plaza offering fresh Iowa products and local entertainment.


