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The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

BUSINESS TO BUSINESS

Expo puts businesses and jobs on display
4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, March 24,
Scheman Building, 
Iowa State Center

B ack by popular demand, our
annual Business-to-Business
Expo, presented by corporate

sponsor WebFilings is just around the
corner and is going to be bigger than
ever. In addition to having the opportu-
nity to show off your business to the
Ames community, Ames Chamber
members can also use this Expo to
advertise jobs and recruit new employ-
ees.

This is one energy-filled event that
will be packed with opportunities to
expand your network, your resources
and maybe even your staff. The event
is free and open to the public, but only
Ames Chamber members can exhibit,
so contact Crystal at crystal@
ameschamber.com to reserve your
booth today before all the spots are
filled.

Not putting your business on dis-
play? Then be one of the hundreds to
take advantage of seeing the Ames
business community in a nutshell and
learn about valuable products, services

and new career opportunities right in
your own backyard. Pick up lots of
coupons and free samples, register to

win great prizes, enjoy some food and
beverages and learn more about dozens
of ways to “Shop Ames, Grow Ames.”

Call your friends and tell them
you’ll meet them at the Business-to-
Business Expo.
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2011 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jolene Randall, Chair

Knapp Tedesco Insurance
Frank Nogel, Chair-Elect/Vice Chair,
Community Development 

ISU Athletic Department
Chris Nelson,Treasurer 

Nelson Electric
Carol Kisling,Vice Chair, Membership

KASI-KCCQ Radio
Daniel Oh,Vice Chair, Government 
Relations 

Renewable Energy Group
Maureen Dockstader, Immediate 
Past Chair 

LWBJ Financial
Dan Culhane, President/CEO

BOARD MEMBERS
Pam Elliott-Cain,

Iowa State University
Jamie Courtney,

Olde Main Brewing Company
Brian Dieter,

Mary Greeley Medical Center
Nicole Gebhart,

First National Bank
Barry Green,

Ames Community Bank
John Haila,

Haila Architecture Structure Planning
Julie Harris,

U.S. Bank
John Joiner,

City of Ames
Kim Linduska,

Des Moines Area Community College

The Chamber Update newsletter is pub-
lished by the Ames Chamber of Commerce,
1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 110,Ames, IA,
50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US

ANNUAL EVENT: ART OF COMMUNITY

Thank you to all who attended
the 2011 Annual Event
T hanks to all of you who were

able to join us for the Ames
Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Event: The Art of Communi-
ty!

It was a fantastic evening for the
hundreds who joined us for great
food, beverages and networking while
walking through our Thriving in
Ames Gallery collection, watching
several artist demonstrations, listening
to some live music and hearing about
some of the accomplishments of
2010.

We want to again congratulate the
award winners who were recognized

for their outstanding contributions to
the Ames community in the past year:
Annual Ames Chamber Awards:

Business Person of the Year: Reno
Berg, Mainstream Living
Entrepreneur of the Year: 

Iacovos Zachariades, Global Reach
Internet Productions
Community Involvement Award:

Sheila Lundt (City of Ames)

Economic Impact Awards:
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica
Perfect Games
WebFilings

Main Street Volunteer of the Year:
Stacy Dreyer (First National Bank)

YPA Four Under 40:
Amber Corrieri (Ames Communi-

ty Bank)
Sara Lehman (First National

Bank)
Jenn Plagman-Galvin (Iowa State

University)
Austin Woodin (Edward Jones)

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

Continued on next page
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GOLF DAY

Chamber
golf day 
is May 20

Executive sponsor:

I t’s time to get ready for the Ames
Chamber of Commerce annual Golf
Day. Mark your calendar and get your

foursome ready for 18 holes on the after-
noon of Friday, May 20. Cost to play is
$360 per foursome or $90 per golfer,
which includes green fees, cart, lunch and
more. Nonchamber members are eligible
to play with Chamber member teams, but
will be charged $115 per golfer. Registra-
tions will be available online through the
Chamber website beginning Friday, April
15. 

In addition to forming a team, we
invite you to reserve your spot as a spon-
sor and take advantage of the opportunity
to get your business name out to hundreds
of business professionals. 

Sponsorship levels include:
• Hole Sponsor: $250 (holes available

on first-come, first-served basis), includes
hole signage, advertising and approxi-
mately 200 golfers at your hole. 

• Beverage Sponsor: $100, includes
signage 

• Prize Sponsor: Donate new items in
multiples of four (examples: gift certifi-
cates, golf supplies, food/beverage pack-
ages, gift baskets, event tickets, electron-
ics, office gadgets, etc.)

Please look on our website at
www.ameschamber.com or contact Crys-
tal at crystal@ameschamber.com for more
information.

You can read more about many of the
above honorees in our 2010 annual
report, along with a great recap of the
past year’s accomplishments of the
Ames Chamber of Commerce and our
affiliate organizations. We encourage
you to review the information as an
affirmation of what your ongoing sup-
port of the Chamber allows us to do for
the Ames business community. 

Also, if you want to purchase Art of
Community merchandise, details are
available on our website at
www.ameschamber.com. And for those
who want to see the Thriving in Ames
collection, it can be viewed at the
Greater Iowa Credit Union Somerset
Gallery through Thursday, March 31.
Thanks, again, to all who joined us: our
fantastic members, the amazing artists
(including Best of Show winner Jo
Myers-Walker) and our tremendous
sponsors. Because of you, our event was
not only a success, but a true picture of
the Art of Community.

Annual Event sponsors
• Limited Edition Sponsor:

Greater Iowa Credit Union 
• Gala-ry Sponsor: Becker Under-

wood 
• Gala-ry Sponsor: Boehringer

Ingelheim Vetmedica 
• Jury Sponsor: Ag Leader Tech-

nology 
• Jury Sponsor: First National

Bank 
• Jury Sponsor: Grandon Funeral

and Cremation Center 
• Jury Sponsor: Iowa State Athlet-

ics Department 
• Jury Sponsor: Heuss Printing 
• Jury Sponsor: Octagon Center

for the Arts

If you would like to place an order for
any of the Art of Community merchan-
dise or for the Best of Show print, please
e-mail eve@ameschamber.com, and we
will respond within 48 hours. We will
have your order ready for pick up at the
Chamber office. Or call (515) 232-2310
to place your order. (The Frame Shop is
offering a great deal on framing options
for Chamber members. Stop in at 210
Main St. for more details.) CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTOS
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DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Join the Ames Chamber
for a day at the capitol

oin us for the 2011 Ames Chamber
Day at the Capitol on Tuesday, March
8, when we bring the Ames commu-
nity face-to-face with the legislators

making decisions affecting our businesses.
The day’s agenda will include speakers on
a variety of priority issues, small-group
advocacy activity, an Ames community
showcase in the Capitol Rotunda, and
lunch provided for Chamber members and

all legislators from Hickory Park. Even if
you’ve never been to the capitol before, or
if you don’t feel you’re up to speed on the
latest legislative issues, this is a great
opportunity to learn the process in a very
simple, nonthreatening way. Be a part of
making democracy happen. There is no
cost to attend Day at the Capitol activities,
but registration is required. Register on our
website at www.ameschamber.com.

J

SMALL BUSINESS SUMMIT

Reserve your spot to
visit Washington, D.C.
America’s Small Business Summit,
Washington, D.C.: May 22 to 25

T our our nation’s capitol, meet
with Iowa’s federal delegation,
hear from senior legislators and

top business speakers, and network
with professionals from around the
country when you travel to Washing-
ton, D.C., with a group from the Ames
Chamber and take part in the U.S.
Chamber Small Business Summit. 

The Summit unites small business
owners, managers and entrepreneurs
from across the country to learn, net-
work and discuss common legislative
and management concerns. Help

influence our nation’s economic and
political agenda by advocating for
pro-business policies through the
Rally on the Hill portion of the pro-
gram. In addition to the 2 1/2-day
conference, the excursion will also
include some time for touring area
sights. Full details will be available
shortly. The full trip cost will include
airfare, hotel, summit registration,
one group meal and tour. Total esti-
mated package cost per person:
$2,250 (subject to change based on
airfare). Contact Eve at eve@
ameschamber.com at the Chamber by
Friday, March 25, if you are interest-
ed in participating.

BUSINESS AT BREAKFAST

Time to plug
your business
7:30 a.m. Thursday, March 24 
Century 21 Signature Real Estate,
1605 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite 104

oin us March 24 to give a two-
minute “shameless plug” about
your organization while handing
out business cards, brochures and

any other promotional materials that
describe your business or organiza-
tion. If you’ve never attended before,
make this month your first.

We purposely keep this event
small to ensure great one-on-one
interaction with fellow Chamber
members, so your RSVP is very
important. Please contact the Cham-
ber no later than noon on Tuesday,
March 22, to attend. You may register
with ease online at www.ames

chamber.com or by calling Sarah at
the Chamber office at (515) 232-
2310. The event and continental
breakfast is free, but you must RSVP
to participate. See you at breakfast. 

J



AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE |  MARCH 2011 PAGE 5

MARCH LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON

Time to register for lunch
with your legislators
Noon Friday, March 25,
(doors open at 11:45 a.m.)
Sauer-Danfoss

R egister now to attend this
month’s Legislative Luncheon
for your opportunity to hear

directly from our state representa-
tives and senators as they update us
on the state legislative session. This
is also a perfect opportunity to ask
them questions regarding the topics
that interest you the most.

Please RSVP online (amescham-
ber.com) by Wednesday, March 23.

Please register online at
ameschamber.com.* The luncheon is
open to current members of the Ames
Chamber of Commerce. Your $5 reg-
istration fee includes lunch. 

The March Ames Chamber Leg-
islative Luncheon is sponsored by: 
Ames HomeBuilders Association,
HR Green, Knapp-Tedesco Insur-
ance, Union Pacific and VenuWorks.

*Registering your attendance on-
line helps ensure accurate counts for
meals and seating. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation.

BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT
FORUM

All a
Twitter
about
your
business
“Twitter: Tweeting? I Don’t Get It”
7:30 a.m. Thursday, March 10
Somerset Clubhouse, 
2400 Aspen Road

Employees of Ames Chamber
businesses are invited to
attend our next Business

Improvement Forum at 7:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 10, at Somerset
Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road. The
topic will be, “Twitter: Tweeting? I
Don’t Get It.” Maybe the siren’s call
of Twitter (Everybody’s doing it,)
has become too much, and you have
jumped in. Or maybe you have no
clue what it is or why you would
care. Come find out more about
how tweeting can help you and your
business. Please RSVP by Wednes-
day, March 9, by registering on our
website at www.ameschamber.com
or calling Crystal at (515) 232-
2310. Business Improvement
Forums are open to Ames Chamber
members only and are free to
attend. Continental breakfast is pro-
vided.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO
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March calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce I AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission I BAH: Business After Hours I C: Chamber office I R/C: Ribbon cutting I YPA: Young Professionals of Ames

Noon: Government
Committee (C)

Daylight Saving Time

Ames/ISU spring
breaks begin

8 a.m.: ACC Day
@ the Capitol

7:30 a.m.: Business
@Bkfst (Century 21) 

4 p.m.: Business-to-
Business Expo
(Scheman Bldg)

Noon: Education
Connections

7:30 a.m.:Business Imp.
Forum (Somerset )
11:30 a.m.: YPA Lunch
& Learn (ISU)
Noon:Membership
Committee (C)

4 p.m.: Campus-
town Action Assoc.
(Legends)

Ash Wednesday

First Day of spring

St. Patrick’s Day

11 a.m.: Buffalo
Wild Wings (R/C)

8 a.m.: Leadership
Ames

Noon: Legislative
Lunch (Sauer-
Danfoss)



Ames Chamber and AEDC staff

Thank you to the following members
who have donated 10 percent more than
their annual dues for Chamber projects:

Ames Trenching
The Arc of Story County
Advanced Therapy Solutions
Alpha Copies and Print Center
Ames Silversmithing
Tom Flack
Chuck Jons
Clouser Plumbing Technologies

Inc.
Global Reach Internet 

Productions
Life Investors Financial
Lynn’s Laser Car Wash
Marshalltown Broadcasting
Roger Underwood
Ames Golf and Country Club
Chitty Garbage Service Inc.
Dairy Queen
Freedom Tire
Jerry Carney and Sons Inc.
Ames Day Care
Central States Roofing and

Home Improvement
Jack and Barb Adams
Suzan Shierholz
Ames Community Preschool

Center Inc.
Gary Thompson Oil Company
Mainstream Living
Super 8
Scott Lawerence,American

Family Insurance

Because of contributions from mem-
bers like these, the Ames Chamber can
maintain a level of excellence in the
services we provide. All of our Gold
Members will be recognized with a Gold
Member decal and at our Annual Event.

CHAMBER

M E M B E R S Spartan Promotional Group specializes in adver-
tising your business or service using custom print-
ed promotional products such as drink ware, writ-
ing instruments, apparel, household products, elec-
tronics, computer and office accessories, trade
show displays, banners, signs, auto accessories
and more. The options are unlimited. The Spartan
Promotional Group is committed to understanding
its clients’ needs and to provide them personalized
service, ideas and quality products. Contact
Johnathan Reece at (515) 451-0693 for a consulta-
tion or for more details.

In today’s economy, Ink World is here to help
you save money on ink and toner cartridges. Have
questions about your printer or ink? Contact Ruth
at (515) 296-0465, and she will be glad to help
you. Ink World is located inside of Lee’s Cellular
and More at 127 Welch Ave. Stop in today to find
out how you can save up to 75 percent on ink car-
tridges and 50 percent on toner cartridges.

Located in the heart of the cultural district, The
Frame Shop has been a destination for more than
30 years for the artists and collectors of central
Iowa and around the world. It specializes in pro-
fessional assistance in selecting the right materials
for any framing project with hundreds of frame
styles and mat colors to choose from. Stop in and
visit Keith at 210 Main St. today or give him a
call at (515) 232-8404. www.amesframeshop.com

Welcome, new
Ames Chamber

members

Are YOU a member 
of the Ames Chamber 

of Commerce?

Make new connections, market your
business and take advantage of profes-
sional development programs and
more when you join the Ames Cham-
ber of Commerce! 

When you join, here are some of the
many benefits you can take advantage
of right away!

• Post coupons on our website for
FREE.

• Attend monthly Business After
Hours, Business at Breakfasts,

• Business Improvement Forums,
Speed Networking and more for FREE.

• Take advantage of reasonably
priced ways to promote your business:
ribbon cuttings, mailing labels and
membership mailers, just to name a
few.

• Discounted Young Professionals of
Ames membership (ages 21 to 40).

• Lots more!

You may apply for membership
directly at www.ameschamber.com or
contact Membership Director Sarah
Buss at (515) 232-2310 or sarah@
ameschamber.com.
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• Dan Culhane
President and CEO

• Eve Doi,
Vice President
Communications and Chamber
Operations

• Ron Hallenbeck
Vice President, Existing Business
and Industry

• Crystal Davis
Director of Professional and
Community Development

• Amy Mogren

Director of Finance and Administration
• Sarah Buss

Director of Membership Development 
and Affiliate Programming

• Kristine Keil
Director of Member Services 
and Organizational Programming



“You Inc.”
presented 
by Tom Randall

T he Gateway Hotel and Confer-
ence Center was filled with
Young Professionals Feb. 15.

The presentation was given on
how corpo-
rations
brand them-
selves with
the purpose
of separat-
ing from the
pack of
competi-
tion; why
not you?
Thirty years
of time-test-
ed branding
programs
were
shared.
Young pro-
fessionals enjoyed a hands-on presen-
tation with real examples they took
back to the office.

YPA hosts first 
Philanthropic lunch

F antastic philanthropic presenta-
tions were given by organiza-
tions in Ames such as The

ARC, Big Brothers Big Sisters,

Reiman Gardens and the Main Street
Cultural District. This event was a
perfect way for Young Professionals
to learn about multiple opportunities
to volunteer and get involved with.
Lunch was catered by The Café.

Four Under 40 Awards

T his is the fifth year the Young
Professionals of Ames has cele-
brated the achievements of out-

standing area individuals under the
age of 40 who are poised to lead in
the future while leading our commu-
nity right now.
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES: MARCH NEWS

Randall

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

The Young Professionals hosted its first philanthropic lunch with presentations given by organizations such as The ARC, Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Reiman Gardens and the Main Street Cultural District

Continued on next page



Amber Corrieri has participated in
numerous volunteer efforts and
boards including the city of Ames
Human Relations Commission,
Breaking Down Barriers, The Boys
and Girls Club, United Ames, Ames
Jaycees and United Way. Amber is
the chair of the Iowa Mosaic Diversi-
ty Conference, FACES and the Boys
and Girls Club Annual Banquet.
Amber is also active in her childrens’
schools as a member of the North-
wood PTO and as the Fellows Chess
Club treasurer. She is employed by
Ames Community Bank and one of
this year’s Four Under 40 honorees.

Sara Lehman is a mortgage loan
officer at First National Bank and is
very involved in the community. Two
major areas of focus for her are Unit-
ed Way of Story County and Young
Professionals of Ames. She has been
a loaned executive for the United
Way of Story County for four years,
and she served as a commercial divi-
sion geographic leader for two years
prior to that. She was a 2010 Hall of
Fame winner for her work on the
United Way of Story County 2010
campaign, recognizing those who go

above and beyond the call of duty.
For Sara’s “above and beyond” com-
mitment, we honor her with this
award.

Jenn Plagman-Galvin is the assis-
tant dean of students and director of
greek affairs at Iowa State University
where she provides daily leadership
to the greek leadership team, Greek
Alumni Alliance, Ames Alumnae
Pan-Hellenic Council, University
Committee on Fraternities and Soror-
ities and ISU Foundation Governor’s
Strategic Group on Greek Affairs.
She is a longtime volunteer at United
Way of Story County, where she
served on the board of directors and
was key in the nationwide search for
a new president of the organization.
Jenn is also on the board of Raising
Readers and is the current Pi Beta
Phi Alumnae Club President. We con-
gratulate Jenn on this honor. 

Austin Woodin has been an active
part of the Young Professionals of
Ames for several years and has
served in a variety of roles in that
organization. As an active board
member for the Young Professionals
of Ames Chamber for six years,

Austin spearheaded the YPA Read
with Me program that just completed
its sixth year in December. Austin has
served as an Ames Chamber ambas-
sador, United Way Day of Caring
committee member and chair, Story
County Cyclone Club board member
and vice president, and Youth and
Shelter Services board member and
finance committee chair. Austin is an
alumnus of the Phi Delta Theta Fra-
ternity and is self-employed with
Edward Jones. Congratulations,
Austin.

Lunch and Learn
Business Writing, Jill Spiekerman-
Corrothers, Iowa State University
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday,
March 10

ill Spiekerman-Corrothers earned
a bachelor’s degree in agriculture
and natural resources communi-
cations from Michigan State Uni-

versity and a master’s degree in com-
munications leadership from Drake
University.

Jill is in public relations and

advertising at Iowa State University,
works full-time for Karwoski and
Courage Public Relations, and Mar-
tin Williams Advertising in Min-
neapolis. She has earned the Dr.
Frederick H. Teahan National
PRSSA Chapter Award, Outstanding
Professional Advisor and four PRSA
Silver Anvil Awards of Excellence.

Jill has a wide range of writing
experience: freelance writer; newspa-
per editor; agricultural publication
editor; worked for an agency; man-
aged marketing for a vaccine manu-
facturer; spokesperson for the
world’s largest pork producer; and
directed public relations for Maytag,
Amana, Jenn-Air, Hoover and Jade.

YPA Lunch and Learns are free to
members and $5 for nonmembers.
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Committee meetings
• Membership & Social,Ames 

Chamber, noon,March 9.
• Leadership and Professional 

Development,Ames Chamber,
noon, March 15.

• Community Outreach & 
Partnerships,Ames Chamber,
noon, March 22.

YPA 2010-11 
Annual Sponsors
Ace Community Credit Union
Ames Chamber of Commerce
Ames Community Bank 
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Green Hills Health Care
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU Masters of Business 

Administration Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

J

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PHOTO

The Four Under 40 awards were given out for the fifth year in a row.Winners were Amber Corrieri, Sara Lehman, Jenn
Plagman-Galvin and Austin Woodin.
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AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AMBASSADORS

RIBBON CUTTINGS

UPCOMING RIBBON CUTTINGS:
• March 21  |  Buffalo Wild Wings |  11 a.m. |  400 South Duff Ave.

If your business has a reason to celebrate — from a grand opening or relocation to an anniversary or change in ownership — draw
some attention with a Ribbon Cutting by bringing Chamber members and media to you! Contact Sarah (515) 232-2310 to schedule a
Ribbon Cutting of your own!

✂

Kim Behrendt,Wells Fargo Bank
Justin Bennett, Strong Tower

Consulting
Clarissa Wing,Wells Fargo Bank
Steve Bock, RE/MAX Real Estate Center
Adam Boeding, First American Bank
Paula Brown, First American Bank
Ross Buffington, Exchange State Bank
Kristi Carlberg, Dentistry at Somerset
Ritchie Chieves, Hampton Inn/Holiday 

Inn/Holiday Inn Express
John Coder,Ames Community Bank
Tom Drenthe, Main Street Cultural 

District

Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank
Kendra Eibs, Sam’s Club
Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit 

Union
Casey Rath, First National Bank
Barry Green,Ames Community Bank
John Greving,The Tribune
Andrea Gronau,Wells Fargo Bank
Abby Hausmann,The Blood Center

of Iowa
Patrick Henry,Adams Funeral Home
Traci Jennings, RE/MAX Real Estate 

Center
Matt Julich, Bear Marketing

Amy Juhnke, Lutheran Services in Iowa
Sara Lehman, First National Bank
Joy Leister,Valley Bank
Lloyd Flanders, RE/MAX Real Estate 

Center
Ryan Lynch, First National Bank
Lauris Olson,Ames Bulletin
Board/AmesNewsOnline.com
David Orth, Special Olympics Iowa
Tom Randall,Tom Randall Real

Estate Team
Tim Rasmussen,Alfred’s Carpet 

and Decorating
Jeff Ratcliff, Executive Express

Cindy Schwickerath, Heartland 
Technology Solutions          

Mary Beth Scott,The Tribune
Nathan Scott, U.S. Bank
Michael Sills, Mediacom
Terry Stark, Chocolaterie Stam
Austin Woodin, Edward Jones 

Investments
Allyson Walter,Ames Convention 

and Visitors Bureau
Tom Elston, Bickford Living of Ames 
Samantha Goodman, Bickford Living
of Ames
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At Home Care Company, located at 113 Colorado Ave, Suite 111,Ames is celebrating
the beginning of its sixth year of service and its new location. Remaining in the comfort of
ones’ own home is extremely important to the aging population, and when activities of
daily living become challenging, an At Home Care Company caregiver can help.They assist
with housekeeping, meal preparation, transportation, medicine reminders, companionship,
home and yard upkeep as well as personal hygiene care.They are locally owned and 
operated by Joan Ingwersen. Call them today at (515) 292-2650 and ask for Angela to see
how their services could help your loved one today.
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GlobalVetLink L.C.celebrated its ten-year anniversary in conjunction with the milestone
of 50-state connectivity with their online veterinary certificate system with a ribbon cutting
on Jan. 21.GlobalVetLink’s electronic system offers a streamlined and efficient alternative to
paper reporting by enabling near instant communication between states, veterinarians and
animal owners.To learn more, please visit the website,www.globalvetlink.com, call Kevin at
(515) 296-0798 or stop by the ISU Research Park, 2520 N. Loop Drive, Ste. 7100 location.



T he Main Street Cultural District
is proud to introduce its newest
team member and event coordi-

nator Tom Drenthe. Tom moved to
Ames last March from east Tennessee
with his wife, Nicole, and dog, Ginger.
Since moving to Ames, Tom has been
an active community member and has
spent much of his time volunteering
with a variety of local organizations.
With a background in the state, federal
and private sectors, Tom brings a versa-
tile foundation of knowledge and expe-
rience that will fit well into MSCD. 

Tom’s favorite thing to do in Ames
is to jog up and down the city streets
passing by the unique storefronts and
scenic parks. Tom hopes to help
MSCD with its mission to advance and
promote downtown Ames as the desti-
nation district in the heart of the Ames
community. Tom will oversee all
MSCD events including the new Farm-
ers’ Market slated to begin on Saturday,
June 25.

To reach Tom, please e-mail
events@mainstreetculturaldistrict.com
or call (515) 233-3472. 

As Tom joins the MSCD team,
MSCD says goodbye to Jennifer Schill,
MSCD events coordinator for the past
3 1/2 years.

MSCD Volunteer of
the Year announced

More than 3,800 volunteer hours
were logged by Main Street contribu-
tors over the past 18 months; several
of whom have gone far above and
beyond the rest to invest their time to
see the District succeed.

For the past several years, one
individual in particular has been a
strong supporter of the district. Work-
ing with a team from her Leadership
Ames class, she reintroduced the
Ames Fourth of July parade after a
40-year absence. Well after her Lead-
ership Ames class finished, she con-
tinued to volunteer to coordinate
parade efforts, resulting in an event
that draws upwards of 10,000 people
each year. Since 2005, she has been a
Main Street board member, holding
positions including promotions chair,
vice president, president and past

president throughout which she has
helped create many of the district’s
annual events and grow the organiza-
tion to what you see today. Currently
serving as treasurer, in the past year,
she has worked extraordinarily hard
to tighten up the budget and champi-
oned efforts in a dramatic positive
change of the year-end finances for
2010.

One dream she has is to one day
live in downtown Ames in a renovat-
ed space above a Main Street shop. 

A farewell message 
from Jennifer Schill,

outgoing events coordinator
for the Main Street 

Cultural District

“I would like to thank each and every
one of you for making my time at the
Main Street Cultural District a wonderful
experience,” Schill said.“Our family loves
downtown Ames, and while I will be
spending more time at home with Emmy,
1, and Jack, 3, you will see us downtown
visiting Sam, shopping and of course com-
ing to the events. I have thoroughly
enjoyed planning events for the District,
and while I will no longer be in an official
role, I will be staying involved by volun-
teering at upcoming events and cheering
on downtown.” 
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MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT

District introduces its
newest events coordinator
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Angela Moore, left, presented Stacy Dreyer with the 2010 MSCD Volunteer of
the Year Award.

Continued on next page



Until then, MSCD is proud to
announce the first Main Street Cul-
tural District Volunteer of the Year
award recipient as Stacy Dreyer.

Stacy will receive further recogni-
tion at the Main Street Iowa Awards
ceremony in Des Moines on Friday,
April 1.   

Ames Main Street
Farmers Market 
is accepting 
applications

The Ames Chamber of Commerce
and Main Street Cultural District are
gearing up for the kickoff of the new
Main Street Farmers Market in June.
The weekly farmers market will have a
three-month season during its inaugural
year to capture the peak selling months
for growers. After the first year, plans
include extending the market for a full
six-month season in 2012, beginning in
May. 

Growers, crafters, musicians and
other interested parties can request
more information by getting on a mail-
ing list available at amesmainstreet
farmersmarket.com. Anyone interested
in volunteering, please contact Tom at
the MSCD office at events@mainstreet
culturaldistrict.com or (515) 233-3472. 

Fourth of July Parade
and festival in the
planning stages

Spring in just around the corner, and
summer’s not far behind. The Fourth of
July committee is in full force planning
an exceptional parade and festival. Vol-
unteers are needed to help with children

and family activities at the festival and
also to help with parade lineup and bar-
ricades. Families are encouraged to vol-
unteer together. Anyone interested in
volunteering please contact Tom at the
MSCD office at events@mainstreet
culturaldistrict.com or (515) 233-3472.
It’s not too early to enter your group
into the parade, and parade and festival
entry forms are available on the MSCD
website at mainstreetcultural
district.com.  

About us: 
The Main Street Cultural District was

established on January 1, 2004. Its
mission is to advance and promote

downtown as the destination district in
the heart of the Ames community. To
keep updated on MSCD happenings,
become a fan of the Main Street Cul-
tural District on Facebook, bookmark

mainstreetculturaldistrict.com and
contact our office at 233-3472. MSCD
is an affiliate organization of the Ames

Chamber of Commerce.
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Outgoing
Main Street

Cultural
District

board 
members

include Angela
Moore,Tim

Coble,
Heather

Courtney,
Terry Stark

and Stacy
Dreyer with

awards made
by Ames glass

blower Art
Ciccotti.
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Dr. Sonya Stoltze Newstrom, left,
was recognized for her service to
MSCD as the 2010 President.
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