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The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.

It’s legendary:
I n 2008, Ames has been recognized

as:

• One of the Best Places to Live
(Money Magazine).

• The sixth smartest city in America
(Forbes Magazine).

• One of the Top 100 Communities
for Youth (America’s Promise).

• The Number 1 Great Place You’ve
Never Heard Of (Mother Earth News).

With rankings like these, Ames is a
legendary city in its own right. So it’s only
appropriate to bring in a legendary act to
celebrate a year of accomplishments.

Ames Chamber and Ames Economic
Development Commission members
should mark their calendars now for the
2009 annual event featuring the leg-
endary comedy of Chicago’s famed Sec-
ond City comedy troupe. Brought to
Ames by Corporate Sponsor Sauer-Dan-
foss, the event will be Tuesday, Feb. 3,
at the Iowa State Center.

Traditionally, the annual event is an
opportunity to review the accomplish-
ments of the year and to forecast
what’s ahead for both organizations

and their 700 member businesses.
Along with a reception dinner, Cham-
ber and AEDC members will enjoy
table entertainment, dynamic network-

ing, video highlights and plenty of sur-
prises.

Founded in Chicago in 1959, The
Second City has become the premier
training ground for the comedy world’s
best and brightest. Alumni of the theater
include Joan Rivers, John Belushi, Dan
Aykroyd, Bill Murray, John Candy, Bon-
nie Hunt, Tina Fey, Steve Carell,
Stephen Colbert, Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
Ryan Stiles and many more. The per-
formance in Ames this February will
feature some classic sketches and songs
from their almost 50-year history along
with plenty of new made-up-on-the-spot
material based on current events and
audience suggestions.

Invitations will be sent to Ames
Chamber and AEDC members within the
next few weeks, but clear your calendars
now to be sure you’re part of the fun.
This event is only open to Ames Cham-
ber and AEDC member organizations
and their employees, so if you’re not a
member, there’s no better time to join.

Chamber and AEDC welcome
The Second City in 2009

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

T uesday, Nov. 4 is the
day! Now that the
debates, forums,

endorsements, speeches and
(thank goodness) advertising
is winding down, it’s time to
get out to the polls and Vote
Your Voice, Ames!

And this year voting is
sweeter than ever. Not only
do you have the convenience
of same-day voter registra-
tion (eliminating any excuse
not to vote), the Ames Cham-
ber has partnered with some
of our members to reward

faithful citizens exercising
their right and privilege to
vote in this general election. 

Sweet rewards
On Nov. 4, show up with

your “I Voted” sticker at

Cold Stone Creamery (1310
South Duff Ave.) and get a
free ice cream creation (see
photo for details). Every
voter deserves a treat such
as this after a long election
season. Offer good for reg-
istered voters (18 and older)
only. 

Enjoy the show
After you’ve voted and

the work day is done, watch
the election results pour in
with the Young Profession-
als of Ames at Olde Main

Brewing Company as they
extend their happy hour
specials for those showing
up with their “I Voted”
sticker. 

All the regular polling
locations will be open 7
a.m. to 9 p.m. For a com-
plete list of candidates,
polling locations, sample
copies of the ballot for your
district and other voter
information, please go to
the Story County Auditor’s
Web site: www.story
county.com/auditor.

Ames Chamber of Commerce and
Ames Economic Development

Commission 2009 Annual Event

Featuring: The Second City
When: Tuesday, Feb. 3

Where: Scheman Building & C.Y.
Stephens Auditorium, Iowa State Center

Legendary Sponsor:

2009 Annual Event

Vote Your Voice ... and reap the rewards
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2008 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee
• Darryl Bennett

Chair
Ames Bulletin Board and Championship 
Productions

• Cozette Hadley Rosburg
Chair-Elect 
Becker Underwood

• Becky Barclay
Vice Chair, Community 
Development
Hunziker and Associates, Realtors

• Scott Sanders
Vice Chair, Government Affairs
First American Bank

• Bob Anders
Vice Chair, Membership
U.S. Bank

• Maureen Dockstader
Treasurer
LWBJ, LLP

• Scott Bauer
Immediate Past Chair
First National Bank

• Dan Culhane
President/CEO

Board members
• Chad Copley

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
• Brian Dieter

Mary Greeley Medical Center
• Carol Kisling

KASI/KCCQ
• Lisa M. Kollasch

Individual Member/YPA
• Jolene Randall

Knapp-Tedesco Insurance
• Matt Randall

Randall Corporation
• Mark Reinig

Iowa State University
• Bill Talbot

Newbrough Law Firm

The Chamber Update newsletter 
is published by the Ames Chamber of
Commerce, 1601 Golden Aspen Drive, Suite
110,Ames, IA, 50010; phone: (515) 232-2310;
www.ameschamber.com; fax: (515) 232-6716.

CONTACT US

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

Business at Breakfast
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 7:30 a.m.
Sam’s Club, 305 Airport Road

Join us on the 20th for an oppor-
tunity to give a two-minute “shame-
less plug” about your organization
while handing out business cards,
brochures and/or any other promo-
tional materials that describe your
business or organization. If you’ve

never attended before, make Novem-
ber’s Breakfast your first!

A big thank you to Green Hills
Retirement community for hosting
our Business At Breakfast in Octo-
ber. Every breakfast allows us the
opportunity to learn about our area
businesses and show off another host
facility. What a great opportunity.

We purposely keep this event
small to insure great one-on-one

interaction with fellow chamber
members, so your RSVP is very
important. Please contact the cham-
ber at (515) 232-2310 no later than
noon Wednesday, Nov. 19, to attend
or use our new Web site to register
for events. The continental breakfast
is free to all attendees, but we need
your RSVP to participate. See you at
breakfast.

Ames Chamber members get noticed
By Ryan Lynch

Marketing project manager
First National Bank

O n Thursday, Oct. 16, the
Ames Chamber Business
Improvement Council held

their Get Noticed and Get Results
seminar, sponsored in part by Man-

power. Speaker and
author Jeff Beals
taught attendees just
that.

Beals is the writer
of “Self Marketing
Power: Branding
Yourself as a Busi-
ness of One,” co-
host of a weekly talk
show in Omaha on
economic develop-

ment, regular contributor for national
and local periodicals, instructor at the
University of Omaha’s College of
Business and vice-president of Cold-
well Banker Commercial World
Group. Needless to say, Beals prac-
tices what he preaches.

The purpose of the conference was
to teach how to build a personal
brand. Beals explained critical rules
for success in getting the results you
want by not just selling your busi-
ness, but selling yourself. He sprin-
kled his workshop with real life
examples, jokes — including his
peculiar likeness to Subway’s Jarod,
and the fun he has had with that —
and group participation.  

People who attended walked away
with a copy of Beals’ “Self Marketing
Power” book, pages of notes and
ideas they can implement for a life-
time. Jay Lettow, director of the Arc
of Story County, attended and learned

about ways to better market himself
and The Arc throughout the commu-
nity in the hopes of gaining more vol-
unteers and donors.

Beals did not just speak about net-
working, but other mediums you
could use to leverage your personal
brand as well. He talked about har-
nessing the media, building relation-
ships with reporters and tips for pub-
lic speaking. Beals said the essentials
of public speaking are to always
entertain, energize and educate.

During Beals’ presentation, he ref-
erenced other books he recommends
for people wanting to improve their
own self-branding power. Those
books were available for purchase
from Borders at the event. 

For more professional develop-
ment opportunities offered through

the Ames Chamber of Commerce,
please contact Crystal Davis at (515)
232-2310 or crystal@
ameschamber.com for upcoming
events.

PHOTOS BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

A full room enjoyed the annual Business Improvement Conference.

Maggie and Ron, from Iowa State
University and FP&M, follow along in
Beals’ book.

Beals
seminar speaker

NEWS AND INFORMATION
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Our Professional Development
Series are designed to educate chamber
members while providing valuable
resources and connections. There will
be opportunities to network with other
members of the Ames business commu-
nity while hearing from experts. Con-
tact Crystal at (515) 232-2310 or
crystal@ameschamber.com. You may
also register on our Web site
www.ameschamber.com.

A passion for
customer service
Tuesday, Nov. 11 (Part 2)
ISU Foundation, 2505 University Blvd.
Sponsored by: Manpower and ATW
Training & Consulting Inc.

It’s hard to be in business if you
don’t have the customers to support it.
This month, the Ames Chamber of
Commerce continues its Building A
World Class Business lunch series
with Part 2 of A Passion for Customer
Service. Learn what it means to be

truly passionate about serving your
customers, and explore the impact
excellent customer service has on
growing your business. November’s
speaker will be 2004 Chamber Diver-
sity Award winner Tom Gard, manager
of the West Ames Hy-Vee. Registra-
tion for Part 2 is just $15 for Chamber
members ($25 for nonmembers) and
includes lunch. Registrations are due
Thursday, Nov. 6.

Series: ‘Building A
World-Class Business’
Tuesday, Dec. 9
Green Hills Retirement Community,
2200 Hamilton Drive
Sponsored by: Manpower and ATW
Training & Consulting Inc.

Ames business leader Roger Under-
wood will share his journey in building
a world-class business at Becker Under-
wood. Registration for Series Conclu-
sion: Building A World-Class Business
is only $10 for chamber members ($50

for nonmembers) and includes lunch.
Registrations are due Thursday, Dec. 4.

Business forum:
Getting Commitment
Thursday, Nov. 20 at 7:30 a.m. 
Somerset Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road
Sponsored by: QualityOne Commer-
cial Cleaning

Mark your calendar to join us for the
conclusion of our popular 2008 Business
Improvement Forum Series. Employees of
Ames Chamber businesses are invited to
our next Forum titled Getting Commit-
ment. The final session in our third module
is designed to increase your ability to gen-
erate interest in your business’s services —
in short, how to generate more sales. The
forum will be presented by Mike Day,
general manager of Dale Carnegie Train-
ing. Continental breakfast is provided.
Please register by Wednesday, Nov. 19, by
calling (515) 232-2310 so we can reserve
your spot.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCH SERIES

MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT Chamber
welcomes
new intern

T he chamber is pleased to wel-
come Meredith Fisher to their
staff for the

2008-09 school
year. Fisher is in her
second year at Iowa
State University,
majoring in adver-
tising with a minor
in entrepreneurship.
She is active in the
ISU Entrepreneur-
ship Club, Trend
Magazine and the
national Sigma Alpha Lamda leader-
ship and honors organization. 

Fisher will be helping with cham-
ber events and communications,
membership database management,
and updating the new Ames Chamber
Web site (www.ameschamber.com)
among other responsibilities. 

She is originally from West Des
Moines and graduated from Valley
High School in 2007. You can contact
her at the Chamber offices at (515)
232-2310 or events@
ameschamber.com.

Fisher
Chamber intern

Magical memories created for the holidays

‘T is the season! November is a
fantastic time of the year to
check out what’s going on in

the Main Street Cultural District, espe-
cially during its Snow Magic on Main
celebration. Several participating busi-
nesses located on or around Main
Street will be hosting loft tours, open
houses and other holiday activities
along with, of course, great shopping. 

The official festivities begin at 5:30
p.m. Friday, Nov. 21, when the District
is turned into Snow Village with fun
for the whole family. Activities include
a “stand-still” lighted parade, Holiday
Tree lighting, Santa Claus in Tom
Evans Plaza, horse and buggy rides
and several individual business open
houses. On Saturday, Nov. 22, from 1
to 4 p.m., there will be an Artwalk
throughout the MSCD businesses as
well as loft tours to see for yourself
many of the creative living spaces
above the retail storefronts. The holi-
day fun continues on Sunday, Nov. 23
with more open houses and shopping.

Remember the Main Street Cultural
District for all your holiday shopping
needs. District members offer a huge

variety of gift-giving ideas for every-
one on your list. The District is your
source for specialty kitchenware, dis-
tinctive men’s and women’s clothing,
toys and games for all ages, delicious
chocolates and candies, beautiful jew-
elry and accessories, unique photo-
inspired items, vintage goods, and so

much more. Can’t decide between all
the choices? Don’t forget about Main
Street Cultural District gift certifi-
cates!

Check out the MSCD Web site for a
complete list of events throughout the
holiday season: www.mainstreet
culturaldistrict.com.

Horse-
drawn
carriage
rides
make the
holiday
weekend
at the
Main
Street
Cultural
District.

BY AMES

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE

Speed networking
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 4 to 6 p.m.
Carlos O’Kellys, 631 Lincoln Way

Promote your business, distribute
information and make new contacts
in a dynamic, fast-paced, two-hour
event. After Round One of speed
networking, enjoy some drinks and
chips and salsa with newly-made
contacts before hitting the tables for
Round Two. Then, stay for dinner
(Each attendee is responsible for
his/her own ticket.) and enjoy
extended networking with new
friends. Speed Networking is limit-
ed to the first 30 chamber members
who register (limit two individuals
per business). The event will be
from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 11,
at Carlos O’Kellys, 631 Lincoln
Way. Register today by contacting
Cindy at (515) 232-2310 or
cindy@ameschamber.com.
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Thank you to the following mem-
bers who have donated 10 percent
more than their annual dues for Cham-
ber projects:

• Advanced Therapy Solutions
• Ann Campbell

• Elmquist/Deckers BP
• Gibbs Plumbing and Heating

• Global VetLink
• HWS Consulting Group

• Integrity
• Iowa Telecom

• Members 1st Community
Credit Union

• Microtel Inn and Suites
• Pizza Ranch

• Terracon Consultants, Inc.
• Wilson Cadillac-Toyota-Scion GM

• WOI Radio Group

Because of contributions from
members like these, the Ames Cham-
ber can maintain a level of excellence
in the services we provide. All of our
Gold Members will be recognized
with a Gold Member decal and at our
Annual Event.

CHAMBER

M E M B E R S

• Access Systems provide IT support and office tech-
nology to small and mid-size businesses throughout cen-
tral Iowa. Its partnerships with major manufacturers
such as Sharp, Hp, Microsoft and Avaya enable the busi-
ness to provide high quality products along with excep-
tional service. Stop by and see sales manager Steve
Ames at 1308 XB Places or visit
www.accesssystems.com.

• The Chamber welcomes new individual member
Maureen McCartan to Ames and to our Chamber
membership. Maureen is also a new member of Young
Professionals of Ames. 

• Teal and Tenacious is a distinctive women’s bou-
tique in the Main Street Cultural District. Owners Sara
Weyer and Susan Hart showcase unique and classic cloth-
ing and accessories. Style, selection, service and satisfac-
tion are the keys to a unique shopping experience at Teal
and Tenacious. Stop by 314 Main St. or call 233-8325. 

• Stop in to Iowa’s Wine Cellar, located in the Liber-
ty Building off of East 13th St. at 2010 Philadelphia,
Suite 5. The new shop specializes in wines made exclu-
sively in Iowa. Check out the selection and stay for wine
tasting from 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday nights. Call manager
Jennie Van Voorhis about new products at (515) 233-
2434).

Welcome, new Ames Chamber members Join the Chamber!

Make new connections,
promote your business, take
advantage of professional
development programs and
more when you join the
Ames Chamber of Com-
merce.Contact Member-
ship Director Cindy Doolit-
tle at (515) 232-2310 for
more information on how
you or your organization
can become a Chamber
member.

Party connects new Chamber members
‘5 AND 0’ PARTY

O n Tuesday, Oct. 21, the Ames
Chamber hosted the first “5 and
0” party to honor and thank our

businesses who are celebrating an anniver-
sary of their chamber membership ending
in a “5” or “0” (5, 10, 15, 20 years, etc.).
Along with several of our “veteran” mem-
bers, we also invited new members who
joined the Ames Chamber just this year.
We had a fantastic time making several
new connections and recognizing our
members for their contributions to the
community and their support of the Ames
Chamber of Commerce.

Along with some fun networking and
games, our guests enjoyed lots of great
food and beverages provided by our spon-
sors. We’d like to take another opportunity
to thank our members who contributed to
make this event a success: Café Shi, Car-
los O’Kelly’s, Checkerboard Pantry,
Heartland Technology Solutions, Hy-Vee
West, Iowa’s Wine Cellar and Olde Main
Brewing Company. 

And, of course, we’d like to recognize,
again, our “5 & 0” members. Thanks for
your ongoing support!

PHOTO BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

New Chamber members Jennie Van Voorhis, of Iowa’s Wine Cellar, visits
with Chamber members.

35 YEARS
Brandsfield Financial Group
Everts Flowers & Gifts
Harris TV & Appliance

30 YEARS
Gateway Hotel & Conference Center
Story County Title & Abstract

25 YEARS
Youth & Shelter Services

20 YEARS
Adam’s Moving
Ames Community School District
Ames Convention & Visitors Bureau
Central Iowa Board of Realtors

Hickory Park Restaurant
Iowa Subway Development
Mainstream Living
Rietz Consultants
Roseland, Mackey, Harris Architects, PC
Swank’s Jewelry

‘5 and 0’ Chamber businesses

BUSINESS please see page 10
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YOUNG PROFESSIONALS OF AMES

‘Why YPA?’
Brown Bag Lunch
Noon, Wednesday, Nov. 12
Ames Chamber of Commerce

The Why YPA Brown Bag Lunch is
open to young professionals ages 21 to
40 who live or work in the Ames area.
YPA members will present an overview
of the organization and will discuss the
many ways to make connections, get
involved and impact Ames through YPA.
The program is offered at no charge.

Identity theft: A hot
topic for YPs today

Identity theft has become an impor-

tant topic in today’s world. According
to the Identity Theft Resource Center,
every minute about 28 1/2 people
become a new victim of this crime. In
addition to this, the Javelin 2006 Identi-
ty Fraud Report said identity theft cost
U.S. businesses and consumers $56.6
billion in 2005 alone. Suzy Owens, a
detective with the Ames Police Depart-
ment, spoke Oct. 23 about the dangers
of Identity Theft — what the trends are
in Ames and how to protect yourself
against the threat. Attendees left with
tools to use so they don’t become part
of the growing statistic.

2008 YPA
‘I Voted’ Social
5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 4
Olde Main Brewing Company.

Join fellow voters at Olde Main Brew-
ing Co. on Elec-
tion Day as we
watch the elec-
tion numbers roll
in. Drink specials
for voters with “I
Voted” stickers
include $4 pitch-

ers and Happy Hour prices.* We will be
seated in the restaurant bar area with four
televisions to watch the results on. Cele-
brate “Vote Your Voice” and join us on
Nov. 4! 

* Drink specials will be honored to
those who voted early.

Lunch and Learn
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 11
ISU Alumni Center
Innova Ideas and Service: SCORE
Program and Corporate Culture

A company’s culture is a deciding
factor for many when they choose
their next career move. Join us Tues-
day, Nov. 11, at the newly opened
Iowa State University Alumni Center
and hear how Innova, a Sigler Compa-
ny, creates a culture embraced by their
employees and recognized by their
clients. Networking and lunch begin at
11:30 a.m. with the presentation from
noon to 1 p.m.

Wine and Dine on the
Scenic Valley Railroad

More than 25 Young Professionals
boarded the train on Thursday, Oct. 9,
to enjoy beautiful scenery, and great
food, wine and friends on the Boone
and Scenic Valley Railroad. This was
the second-annual Fall Harvest Party
held by the Young Professionals of
Ames.

Upcoming committee
meetings

• Community Outreach and Part-
nerships, 5:30 p.m.Tuesday Nov. 4,
Dublin Bay.

• Professional Development and
Leadership, noon Monday Nov. 10,
Hawthorne Market (Frederiksen Court,
Iowa State University).

YPA 2008-09 
Annual Sponsors

Ames Chamber of Commerce
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet Productions
Green Hills Health Care
Green Hills Retirement Community
Hunziker & Associates,Realtors
ISU Masters of Business

Administration Program
Mary Greeley Medical Center

YPA golf outing
provides for food pantry

As golfers arrived to register for the
Young Professionals of Ames fundraiser
in September, they also brought with them
non-perishable food items for the Mid-
Iowa Community Action Food Pantry.

Damien Corrieri, organizer of the Big
Brown Box food drive, said, “Over 200
pounds of food was collected at the out-
ing. I was quite impressed with the
amount donated, and we’re grateful for all
who contributed.” 

YPA please see page 12

Connect new
employees to Ames

With shortages in the workforce pre-
dicted in the next decade, recruiting tal-
ented employees to our community will
become increasingly competitive. To help
the Ames business community attract and
retain skilled professionals, the Young
Professionals of Ames have developed a
Business Ambassador Program designed
to support the recruitment efforts of local
businesses.

Through the Business Ambassador
Program, YPA members will partner with
Ames businesses to assist in the recruit-
ment of new hires by welcoming poten-
tial recruits to the Ames area, sharing
information about the many reasons to
live in central Iowa and helping connect
new recruits to our network of young pro-
fessionals.  

YPA is currently offering this program

to its annual sponsors; however, the
organization plans to expand this program
to all Chamber member businesses in
2009. The program works as follows.
With input from the partner business,
YPA will identify a team of members
who will be a good match for the compa-
ny. At any point, even on short notice,
two YPA members will be available to
meet with a potential recruit or new
employee and welcome them to Ames —
whether it’s by giving a tour of Ames,
meeting with them at your place of busi-
ness, or taking them out to chat over cof-
fee, a drink, or dinner. We will also pro-
vide a welcome packet of community
information and a contact list of YPA
members so that if the prospective
employee accepts a position in Ames,
they will already have helpful information
at their fingertips. The YPA team will
serve as spokespeople for Ames, sharing
information with the recruit about the

community’s assets as well as their own
perspectives on why Ames is a great
place to call home. 

The goal of the program is to help
Ames businesses attract and retain young
professionals to our outstanding commu-
nity, as well as encouraging them to stay
in Ames. Through this program, the new
employee will already have gotten to
know two Ames young professionals and
will be connected to our membership of
more than 200 professionals ages 21 to
40. Such networking is likely to help
retain employees, as those who are
involved in the community and have
developed business connections and
friendships are more likely to feel a sense
of community belonging and satisfaction. 

If your Chamber member business has
interest in participating in this program,
please contact Megan Backman,
megan@ameschamber.com, for more
information.

PHOTO BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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10 YEARS
VerHelst Chiropractice
Wallaby’s Bar & Grill
WCI Pools and Spas
Quilting Connection
Standard Printing & Design

15 YEARS
Accurate Auto Trim & Upholstery
Applebee’s Grill & Bar
Beisser Lumber Company
Neala Benson
Consolidated Electric Distributors
Copyworks
Don & Sons Body Shop
Dutch Oven Bakery
Electronic Engineering
First Evangelical Free Church
Gateway Management Company
Hanson Homes
Heartland Senior Services
Hendrickson Rentals & Real Estate
Kriz-Davis
Keith & Ellen Landon
McAninch Corporation
Pet Medical Center of Ames
Prairie Foam Insulators
Keith Schrag, LMFT 

10 YEARS
AmericInn & Suites of Ames

5 YEARS
American Country
American Red Cross, Lincoln Way Chapter
Ames Community Arts Council
Ames Education Foundation
Apartment Finder
Borders
Brewer’s
The Café
Ann Campbell
Coldwater Golf Links
Converse Conditioned Air
Culvers
Howard R. Green Company
IRIS Inc.
Jeani Lee
MagnaLynx
Okoboji Grill
Phasient Learning Technologies
Property Service Agency
Quality Attributes Software
Read Health Center of Chiropractic
Scharnweber Water Conditioning
Schnurr & Company LLP
Sunbelt Business Brokers
Taco John’s
TKP Contracting Company
Wheatsfield Grocery

‘5 and 0’
Chamber businesses

I n the fall of 2007, the Ames Cham-
ber of Commerce wrote and sub-
mitted a detailed application to

America’s Promise Alliance, the nation’s
largest alliance dedicated to children and
youth. The application highlighted exist-
ing community programs and initiatives
that help deliver the Five Promises,
which are resources identified by Ameri-
ca’s Promise as being critical to the
development of healthy, successful chil-
dren: caring adults, safe places, healthy
start, effective education, and opportuni-
ties to help others, to their young people.

America’s Promise Alliance, in part-
nership with Capitol One, announced in
January, that Ames was a winner of its
2008 100 Best Communities for Young
People (100 Best) competition. The
competition recognizes the 100 out-
standing communities across America,

large and small, rural and urban-that are
the best places for young people to live
and grow up.

Chamber staff members Amy
Mogren (finance and administration
manager) and Crystal Davis (program
manager) attended the 100 Best National
Forum, held in Washington, D.C., Sept.
21 to 23. The forum, which included
moderators Alma and Colin Powell, was
an event to foster best practice knowl-
edge and sharing among the 100 Best
winners and America’s Promise Alliance
partners, as well as a celebration in
honor of the accomplishments of the
100 Best winners. 

The chamber facilitates the Education
Connections Committee which serves to
strengthen the relationship between area
businesses and local school districts. The
committee meets at noon every first
Wednesday of the month at the chamber
offices. For more information on how
you can get involved with the Ames
schools community, contact Crystal at the
chamber, (515) 232-2310 or
crystal@ameschamber.com).

PHOTO BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber staff Amy Mogren and
Crystal Davis receive recognition at
the 100 Best National Forum in 
Washington D.C.

Ames recognized among 100 best for youth
100 BEST COMMUNITIES

Chamber staff attend
national forum in
Washington, D.C.

Continued from page 8



RIBBON CUTTINGS

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 8  | A M E S  B U S I N E S S  M O N T H L Y  | C H A M B E R  U P D A T E  | 1 1

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

On Oct.9 there was a ribbon cutting for ICS Advanced
Technologies at their new location in the Dayton Road
Development Park.The mission of ICS is to provide their
clients with excellent technology solutions and unmatched
service.Look to ICS as a provider specializing in Internet,
satellite TV and telephone solutions for multiple-dwelling
units, as well as complete technology solutions for business
and residential properties.Check out all their offerings on
their Web site (www.ics-llc.net) or stop by and see Jim Van
Dyke at their new office:235 Alexander, (515) 232-4453.

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Oct. 1 was the date of the ribbon cutting for Fareway to
celebrate their recent remodeling.They are very excited
about their major remodel and the added merchandise
available to their customers.They are a full-service grocery
store that has been serving Ames since 1938. Manger Gary
Linahon and meat manager Jeff Blum are proud of their
full-service meat counter and farm fresh produce. Contact
them at 619 Burnett Ave., or call (515) 232-3543.

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Avenues for Health had a ribbon cutting on Oct. 15 to
showcase their new location.Avenues for Health is a
wellness practice in downtown Ames that believes in
promoting a healthy lifestyle through a balanced
approach.Therapeutic massage contributes to a relaxed
body and mind.Avenues for Health offers clients a variety
of massages and therapy to promote wellness, relieve
pain, reduce stress and tension, and much more. Come
see Vickie Setterberg at 537 Main St., or call to make
your appointment at (515) 460-2962.

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Sauer-Danfoss had a ribbon cutting on Oct. 22 to
celebrate the completion of their 34,000-square-feet
facility expansion. Sauer-Danfoss is a worldwide leader
in the design, manufacture and sale of engineered
hydraulic, electric and electronic systems and 
components for use primarily in applications of mobile
equipment.They have 9,800 employees worldwide.
Congratulate Keith Folkmann and his team at 2800
East 13th St., (515) 239-6201.

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Iowa State University Bookstore just completed a
recent expansion and remodeling project and had a
ribbon cutting to celebrate on Sept. 17. ISU’s only
owned and operated bookstore, serving ISU and the
Ames community with textbooks, supplies, quality ISU
clothing and gifts.They celebrated a 135th birthday
complete with birthday cake. Contact market manager
Amy Delashmutt at the ISU Memorial Union or call
(515) 294-5669.

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Stevens Memorial Chapel was pleased to celebrate 100
years of business in Ames with a ribbon cutting on Sept. 29.
Over the past several years, they have been remodeling
areas of the building to provide better service.Attendees
were treated to an interesting display of historical items,
including information about the ambulance services Stevens
provided in the 1970’s.Contact Brian Snider at 607 28th St.
or call (515) 232-5473 for more information.

See more ribbon cuttings on page 12.
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ACC: Ames Chamber of Commerce I AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission I BAH: Business After Hours I C: Chamber office I R/C: Ribbon cutting I YPA: Young Professionals of Ames

7:30 a.m.: Busi-
ness Improvement
Committee (C)

Noon: Gov’t
Affairs Committee
(C)

ISU at Oklahoma

ISU at Colorado

ISU vs. Missouri

ISU at Kansas State

Noon: Education
Connections (C)

Election Day
Vote Your Voice!

11:30 a.m.: Profes-
sional Development
Series (F&M Bank)
4 p.m.: Speed Net-
work (Carlos
O’Kelly’s

8 a.m.: Leadership
Ames (MGMC)

Noon: Member-
ship Committee
(C)

5 p.m.: BAH
(Octagon)

7 a.m.: AEDC
Exec. (C)
5 p.m.: YPA FAW

7:30 a.m.: Business
@ Breakfast
7:30 a.m.: Business
Improvement Forum
9 a.m.: ACC Board
Retreat

7 a.m.: AEDC
Board (ISU Founda-
tion)

Thanksgiving
Chamber office

closed

RIBBON CUTTING

BY AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

In honor of Stephens Auditorium’s 40th anniversary of bringing the
arts to Ames and the start of the 2008-09 season, Iowa State Center
celebrated with birthday cake and a ribbon cutting before the season
opener,“Sweeney Todd,” on Sept. 24.Contact marketing director Angels
Ossian at (515) 294-1414 or stop by Stephens for information on
upcoming events.

Young Professionals
learn from Iowa YPs

Newly elected board member,
Barry Green, represented the
Young Professionals of Ames at
the fifth-annual YPIowa confer-
ence on Oct. 10 in Muscatine.
Joining him from Ames were two
members of the YPIowa board
Kori Heuss and Matt Randall.

“I really liked the sessions that
were offered at this year’s confer-
ence. They all focused on leader-
ship development — identifying
ways to become a better leader
and adapting your current prac-
tices to improve your skills as a
leader,” Green said.

He especially enjoyed hear-
ing Bill Withers, a professor at
Wartburg College in Waverly,
speak about Jim Collins’ book
“Good to Great” and how the
book answers the question,
“Can a good company become a
great company, and, if so,
how?”

Green also learned about Six
Thinking Hats, a method used to
help organize the thinking,
determine if information is accu-
rate and relevant, weigh the ben-
efits and values of decisions,
identify any risk involved, and
encourage creative thinking.
YPIowa serves to support local
YP organizations statewide and

“to help young professionals in
Iowa take responsibility for the
growth of their communities to
ensure the long term advance-
ment of the State of Iowa.”

About YPA
Young Professionals of Ames

is an organization that provides
opportunities for young profes-
sionals to network, build leader-
ship and professional skills, and
to make a difference in our com-
munity. Members are between the
ages of 21 and 40 and live or
work in the Ames area. For more
information about YPA or
upcoming events, visit
www.ypames.com.

YPA
Continued from page 9
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