
The mission of the Ames Chamber of Commerce is to provide our members services that 
strengthen the economic vitality in Ames and enhance the quality of life in our community.
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SAVE THE DATE 

Third annual Economic Outlook Luncheon

Friday, November 20th  2015

11:15 am, Registration opens

11:30 am, Lunch service begins

12:00 pm, Program

Holiday Inn Conference Center at ISU

The Ames Chamber of Commerce and the Ames Economic 
Development Commission are pleased to host their third annu-
al Economic Outlook Luncheon. The event will forecast the 
local, state and regional opportunities, challenges and economic 
trends, and how they affect the Ames business community.

The luncheon is $25 for Chamber members or $200 for a 
table of 10. For event registration and more information, please 
go to www.ameschamber.com, or call the Chamber office at 
232-2310.

Special thanks to our Sponsors:

Presenting:  Woodruff Companies

Y ou are invited to attend the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce and Economic Development Commission’s  
2016 Economic Outlook Luncheon. Keynote Speaker: Peter F. Orazem

Iowa State University Economics Professor

Education
• PhD, Yale University, 1983
• M.Phil., Yale University, 1980
• BA, University of Kansas, 1977

Research Interests
Labor economics, human capital invest-
ment, entrepreneurship, developing and 
transition economies, rural labor markets, 
policy evaluation, applied econometrics.

Awards and Honors
• Challenge Paper author, Copenhagen 
Consensus, 2008 and 2012; Core Team: 
World Bank’s World Development Report 
2007
• Koch Visiting Professor of Business 
Economics, University of Kansas School 
of Business, 2004-5
• Phi Beta Kappa

Other Affiliations
• Ames City Council, 2010-Present
• Secretary, Iowa State Zeta Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa
• Research Fellow, IZA:Institute for the Study of Labor, Bonn, Germany
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2015 BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

PAM ELLIOTT CAIN, Chair, Board 
Comm. Liaison for Gov’t. Affairs
 Iowa State University
DAVID TUCKER, Vice Chair, Board 
Comm. Liaison for Comm. Develop.
 Workiva
JOHN CRAWFORD, 2nd Vice Chair, 
Board Comm. Liaison for Membership
 Alpha Copies Print Center
KIM BEHRENDT,  Treasurer
 Wells Fargo
KIM LINDUSKA, Immediate Past 
Chair 
 Des Moines Area Community College
DAN CULHANE, President / CEO
 Ames Chamber & Economic Develop-
ment Commission

BOARD MEMBERS 

Bret Bartholomew, Bartholomew Chiropractic

Kim Behrendt, Wells Fargo

Lori Bosley, North Grand Mall

John Crawford, Alpha Copies Print Center

Brian Dieter, Mary Greeley Medical Center

Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank

Pam Elliott Cain, Iowa State University

John Haila, Haila Architecture

Dan Hunziker, Hunziker & Associates, Realtors

Kim Iiams, Bankers Trust

Luke Jensen, Real Estate Service Group, Inc.

Casey Johnson, Ames Ford Lincoln

Carol Kisling, 1430 KASI/NOW 105.1

Kim Linduska, Des Moines Area Community 

College

Terry Stark, Chocalaterie Stam

Jenni Talbott, McFarland Clinic, PC

Anne Taylor, Dogtown U/ A & R Marketing

Dave Tucker, Workiva

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 The Chamber Update newsletter is  
published by the Ames Chamber of  
Commerce, 304 Main Street, Ames, IA, 50010; 
phone: (515) 232-2310; fax: (515) 233-3203;
 www.ameschamber.com.

Scenes from Youth Leadership Ames
EDUCATION CONNECTIONS

Youth Leadership Ames is a 
program developed by the 
Ames Chamber of Com-
merce and Young Profes-

sionals of Ames to develop the com-
munity leadership potential of area 
high school juniors in the Chamber 
member school districts. It is the 
goal of the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce to provide area youth with an 
unique opportunity to interact with 
community leaders and institutions, 
to explore educational and career 
options and broaden their perspec-
tives on community issues.

Thank you to Renewable Energy 
Group and McDonald’s for sponsor-
ing our Youth Leadership Ames Pro-
gram.
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Update from Leadership Ames Class XXIX
LEADERSHIP AMES 

The Chamber of Com-
merce premier leadership 
series, Leadership Ames, 
is designed to develop 

informed, involved and concerned 
community leaders in the Ames 
Community. Class XXIX is well 
on its way to learning, engaging 
and developing skills for personal 
growth and ultimately, community 
gain! Special thanks to Mary Gree-
ley Medical Center for its corporate 
sponsorship of the Class! Under 
the Co-Chair facilitation of Sarah 
Swanson (Great Western Bank) and 
Andy Bates (The Weitz Company), 
Leadership Development and Non-
profit learning have been accom-
plished. 

Stay tuned for more updates and 
progress from Class XXIX! Want to 
learn more? Contact Jan Williams at 
jan@ameschamber.com.  



AMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | NOVEMBER 2015

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Make your voice heard at the polls November 3

With the Novem-
ber 3rd City 
Election nearly 
upon us, now 

is the time to prepare and par-
ticipate in this year’s election 
process. 

Three seats are open on 
the Ames City Council, with 
incumbents Tim Gartin and 
Chris Nelson seeking reelec-
tion, as well as Matthew 
Goodman’s at-large seat. Dan 
DeGeest is challenging Coun-
cilman Chris Nelson for his 
seat in Ward 4, while Coun-
cilman Tim Gartin is running 
unopposed in Ward 2. Matt 
Converse and Bronwyn Beatty-
Hansen round out the field as 
they compete for Councilman 
Goodman’s open at-large seat. 

Three seats are also open 
on the Mary Greeley Medi-
cal Center Board of Trustees, 
with incumbents Sarah Buck, 
Brad Heemstra, and Kenneth 
McCuskey seeking reelection. 

Additional information on the Novem-
ber 3rd City Election, including voter reg-
istration forms, absentee ballot request 
forms, candidate lists, polling locations, 
city voting precincts and legislative dis-
trict maps, and  many other valuable 
resources can be found on the Story Coun-
ty Auditor’s website at: http://www.sto-
rycountyiowa.gov/index.aspx?nid=1047.  

Election information is also available on 
the Secretary of State’s website at: http://
sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/city-
elections.html.     

The registration deadline for the City 
Election was 5:00pm on Friday, October 
23rd for those registering by mail, but it 
is important to note Iowa residents can 
still register to vote on Election Day at 

their respective polling place via Iowa’s 
Same Day Registration Law, but will be 
required to show proof of residency and 
identity to do so.  

Absentee voting remains open for the 
November 3rd City Election, and voters 
can vote at the Auditor’s Office during 
regular office hours of 8:00am-5:00pm or 
by mail. In-person absentee voting will 

conclude Monday, November 
2nd at 5:00pm for cities whose 
polls open at 7:00am and Tues-
day, November 3rd at 11:00am 
for cities where polls open at 
noon. The last day a voter can 
request an absentee ballot by 
mail for the City Election is 
Friday, October 30th. Mailed 
ballots can be returned by any 
of the following methods: 

By mail: mail the ballot to 
the Auditor in the envelope 
provided with a postmark no 
later than Monday, November 
2nd.

In person: ballots may 
be delivered to the Auditor's 
Office until 8:00pm on Novem-
ber 3rd.  

By designee: an individu-
al may designate someone to 
mail or deliver their ballot. The 
instructions included in the 
Absentee Ballot packet include 

a receipt for this method. Designees must 
adhere to the same requirements listed 
above for returning the ballot by mail or 
in person. 

As engaged and active residents of 
Ames and Story County, please take the 
time to participate in the democratic pro-
cess and empower yourself by voting your 
voice. 

Absentee Voting still open for Nov 3 election

Absentee voting remains open 
for the November 3rd City 
Election, and voters can vote 
at the Auditor’s Office, locat-

ed at 900 Sixth Street in Nevada, during 
regular office hours of 8:00am-5:00pm 
or request an absentee ballot via mail. 
In-person absentee voting will conclude 
Monday, November 2nd at 5:00pm for 
cities where polls open at 7:00am and 
Tuesday, November 3rd at 11:00am for 

cities where polls open at noon. Polling 
place locations and times can be found 
on the Story County Auditor’s website at: 
http://www.storycountyiowa.gov/index.
aspx?nid=1047. 

Absentee Ballot Request Forms and 
additional information on absentee vot-
ing can also be found on the Auditor’s 
website at: http://www.storycountyiowa.
gov/index.aspx?nid=1047. The last day 
a voter can request an absentee ballot by 

mail for the City Election is Friday, Octo-
ber 30th. Mailed ballots can be returned 
by any of the following methods: 

By mail: mail the ballot to the Auditor 
in the envelope provided with a postmark 
no later than Monday, November 2nd.

In person: ballots may be delivered 
to the Auditor's Office until 8:00pm on 
November 3rd.  

By designee: an individual may des-
ignate someone to mail or deliver their 
ballot. The instructions included in the 
Absentee Ballot packet include a receipt 
for this method. Designees must adhere 
to the same requirements listed above for 
returning the ballot by mail or in person. 

This is a critically important City 
Election and we sincerely hope that you 
will be an engaged and active citizen and 
Vote Your Voice this election season!
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November calendar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

AEDC: Ames Economic Development Commission • BAH: Business After Hours • CAA: Campustown Action Association • C: Chamber Office • FAW: Friday After Work 
• L&L: Lunch & Learn • R/C: Ribbon Cutting • YPA: Young Professionals of Ames • YLA: Youth Leadership Ames

Vote Your Voice!
Daylight Savings Time 

Ends

4:30 p.m.: Clear-
brook Counseling 
Professionals (R/C)

11:30 a.m.: Economic 
Outlook Luncheon (C)

Chamber Board Meeting

Thanksgiving Day

Veterans Day Leadership Ames

12 noon: RE/MAX 
Real Estate Center 
(R/C)

12 noon: Knowledge 
Bites (C)

Snow Magic in Down-
town Ames Nov 13-19
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Radiant Complexions Dermatology Clinic
2010 Philadelphia St, #1

"

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

Celebrate 
with a 
ribbon 
cutting

Depot Deli & Cookies, etc.
526 Main Street

If your business has completed a 
major remodeling project, moved to 
a new location, changed ownership, 
or reached a milestone, you need 
to take advantage of the Chamber’s 
Ribbon Cutting service that brings 
members and the media to you.

With each Ribbon Cutting, 
your business will be exposed to 
the Ames community and Story 
County. Event photos of your Rib-
bon Cutting will be published in the 
Chamber’s Weekly E-mail Update 
and the Ames Business Monthly. 
A Ribbon Cutting is a great way to 
invite people to your location and 
showcase your business. 

Not only does this opportunity 
get people to your place of busi-
ness, but it offers a unique net-
working environment in addition to 
some great marketing. So what are 
you waiting for? Contact Jan Wil-
liams at jan@ameschamber.com 
or call 232-2310, to schedule your 
Ribbon Cutting today! 
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AMES CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 
AMBASSADORS

Leadership Ames XXVIII Community Service Project: Boys & Girls Club of Story County 
Remodel, 210 S 5th St

Northcrest Community
1801 20th St

Kim Behrendt, Wells Fargo

Steve Bock, RE/MAX Real Estate 
Center

Nathan Buss, VisionBank

Kelsey Carper, Re/Max Real Estate 
Center

John Coder, VisionBank

Stacy Dreyer, First National Bank

Pam Fleener, First National Bank

Linda Gibbs, Greater Iowa Credit 
Union

Allyson Hansen, Staff Management 
SMX

Jamie Hudson, Great Southern Bank

Sharon Johnson, RE/MAX Real 
Estate

Michelle King, The Krell Institute

Thomas Lashier, Freaky Fresh 
Marketing

Joy Leister, Great Southern Bank

Marvin Lindquist, Premier Credit 
Union

Paul Livingston, Hunziker & 
Associates, Realtors

Misty Metschke, Hunziker & 
Associates, Realtors

Tony Murray, Murray & Associates

Lindsey Niehmn, Ames Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

David Orth, Spirited Giving

Mike Peckis, Sam’s Club

Tom Randall, Tom Randall Real 
Estate Team

Tim Rasmussen, Alfred’s Carpet & 
Decorating

Dorothy Schumer, Ames 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Mary Beth Scott, The Ames Tribune

Lara Stauffer, Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel & Suites

Tim Tryon, First National Bank

Christopher Vry, Wells Fargo

Allyson Walter, Ames Convention 
and Visitors Bureau
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Join the 
Chamber!

 Make new con-
nections, promote 
your business, take 
advantage of profes-
sional development 
programs and more 
when you join the 
Ames Chamber of 
Commerce. Contact 
Jan Williams at (515) 
232-2310 for more in-
formation on how you 
or your organization 
can become a Cham-
ber member.

 When you join, 
here are some of the 
many benefits you 
can take advantage of 
right away.

	 •	Post	coupons	
on our Web site for 
FREE.

	 •	Attend	monthly	
Business After Hours, 
Business at Break-
fasts, Business Im-
provement Forums 
and more for FREE.

	 •	Take	advantage	
of reasonably priced 
ways to promote 
your business such as 
ribbon cuttings and 
mailing labels, just to 
name a few.

	 •	Discounted	Young	
Professionals of Ames 
membership (ages 21 
to 40).

Barefoot Campus Outfitter, with the “College approved” stamp, shop for fun, traditional 
& vintage fan gear. Browse and buy for game day gear with products like tees, polos, jackets, vests, 
novelty items and gifts. Located at 2300 Lincoln Way, #2306, stop in for all your apparel needs or visit 

www.barefootcampusoutfitter.com.

Farm Bureau Financial Services, located at 2603 Northridge Pkwy, #102, specializes in 
making insurance simple with Auto, Home, Life, Annuities, Health, Farm/Ranch, Crop, and Business. 
One agent, one policy, one deductible means protecting what’s most important to you and your family 
with insurance and financial strategies. Visit www.philipberg.fbfs.com for more information. 

Clear Brook Counseling Professionals, offers mental health services for individuals, fami-
lies and couples, delivering the best results for your unique needs. They weave proven practices and 
life-exercises into your therapy to help foster results. Visit their website at www.clearbrookcounseling-
professionals.com for more information or stop in at 614 Billy Sunday Road, Suite #100.

 

Farmers Insurance – The Ross Agency, is a full service agency setting the standards in risk 
management and dream fulfillment. Providing coverage to what people have worked hard to earn and 
build a strong future, they offer quality products and exceptional service tailored to meet your goals. To 
visit with an agent, contact www.farmersagent.com/tross1 or visit them at 216 Airport Road. 

Radiant Complexions Dermatology, nicely situated at 2010 Philadelphia Street, we are 
genuinely committed to helping every patient look and feel radiant at any age. We’ll listen to your 
needs in a relaxed environment and discuss treatment and product options that offer you the best poten-

tial results. Visit their website at www.radiantcomplexions.com for more information. 

Welcome, new Ames Chamber members

M E M B E R S

CHAMBER  Thank you to the following 
members who have donated 10 
percent more than their annual 
dues for Chamber projects.  Please 
note: This represents only a portion 
of the Chamber’s Gold members.  
All Gold members will be listed 
one time during the year.

Ames Golf & Country Club
B Fabulous BBQ & Catering
Fast Signs
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• Dan Culhane, President and CEO

• Peter Ampe, Director, Project Management

• Sarah Buss, Director, Sponsorship and  
Membership Events

• Angie Dorenkamp, Director, Workforce Solutions

Ames Chamber and AEDC staff
• Lauren Frandsen, Director, Communications & 
Marketing

• Ron Hallenbeck,  Executive Vice 
President, Existing Business and Industry

•Kelly Hendrick, Client Services 
Coordinator

• Cindy Hicks, Main Street Cultural 
District  Executive Director

• Amy Howard, Vice President, Finance & Operations

• Drew Kamp, Director, Story County Community 
Outreach and Government Affairs

• Rebecca Olson, Campustown Action Association 

Executive Director

•Lojean Petersen, Ames Main Street Farmers’ Market 
Manager 

•Jan Williams, Director, External Business Relations

November Knowledge Bites Session
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Presented by Global Reach Internet 
Productions

November 12
12noon - 1pm

Chamber Office (304 Main Street)
*lunch is provided

Knowledge Bites is the Cham-
ber’s innovative and informative 
professional development pro-
gram held on the 2nd Thursday 

of the month. All Knowledge Bites events 
will focus on tools and tips designed to 
help educate Chamber members on a 
variety of topics that could include, but 
not limited to: social media use for busi-
nesses; marketing; leadership; human 
resources; legal issues associated with 
running a business; budgeting. (topics 

subject to change)

November Session: Intro to Search 
Engine Optimization

Learn the basics of SEO! From off-
site to on-site SEO, Global Reach will 
give you a rundown of the most important 
aspects of a successful SEO strategy. Find 
out how you can adjust your entire online 
presence to make it easy for search engines 
and users alike to find your business or 
organization online!

Presenters: Katie Lanpher, Internet 
Marketing Manager; Mackenzie Watts, 
Internet Marketing Specialist

*As a Chamber member benefit, there 
is no cost to attend, but pre-registration is 
highly recommended.

For more information, please contact 
Jan Williams at 515-232-2310 or email at 
jan@ameschamber.com

Chamber launches new responsive website
CHAMBER WEBSITE

The Ames Chamber of Commerce 
launched a new responsive website 
at the beginning of October.  The 
new website’s content has been 

streamlined to provide a more user-friendly 
and engaging experience for site visitors. 

Responsive web design is an approach 
to web design aimed at crafting sites to pro-
vide an optimal viewing and interaction 
experience—easy reading and navigation 
with a minimum of resizing, panning, and 
scrolling—across a wide range of devic-
es (from desktop computer monitors to 
mobile phones.)

According to Lauren Frandsen, Direc-
tor of Communications and Marketing for 
the Ames Chamber of Commerce, the web-
site’s dynamic new look was designed to 
be a lighter, brighter website that is easily 
navigated by members, the community or 
people looking to relocate to Ames.  The 
site design reflects elements of the Cham-
ber’s logo and their location on Main Street 
in downtown Ames. 

“Making the website responsive was 
critical for us as we know a majority of 

our audience is now accessing our site on 
a mobile or tablet device,” said Frandsen.  
The users’ experience is what determines 
if a website if effective or not and the new 
responsive capabilities will help ensure that 
their visit is a positive one no matter how 

they are accessing the site.”  
The website now features simple and 

intuitive navigational headers at the top of 
the page and offers a clean, bright layout 
that showcases the Ames community and 
the Chamber’s programming. Users of the 

site will be able to quickly and easily navi-
gate to the Chamber events calendar, the 
member directory, and information on the 
Chamber’s four pillars of focus: Education, 
Engagement, Leadership and Growth.  

The new site also has a community cal-
endar feature that the public will be able to 
submit events to.

 “Having an outstanding website is a 
requirement to showcase the important 
work we do here at the Chamber and the 
vibrancy of the Ames community as a 
whole,” said Dan Culhane, Ames Cham-
ber President and CEO.   The new site does 
both of these things and the responsive 
capabilities ensure that members who use 
the site daily as well as someone looking 
up Ames for the first time experience the 
kind of professionalism and cutting-edge 
quality Ames is known for.”

The Ames Chamber worked with 
member Global Reach Internet Produc-
tions, located in the Iowa State University 
Research Park, on this redesign.

Visit www.AmesChamber.com to view 
the new website.
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Young Professionals of Ames 

2015  YPA Board

President: Haley Cook,  Iowa 
State University

Past-President:  Jenni Talbott,  
McFarland Clinic, PC

Vice President: Nathan Buss, 
VisionBank

Megan Brandt, Workiva
Brynn Eitzen, Care Initiatives
Heather Johnson, Octagon Cen-

ter for the Arts
Lindsey Long,  Iowa State  

University Athletics
Justin Moorman,  Moorman  

Clothiers
Jason Mortvedt, Mary Greeley 

Medical Center
Jessica Mortvedt, McFarland  

Clinic, PC
Mike Mullen, Converse Condi-

tioned Air
Jake Talbott, Workiva
Chamber Liaison/Staff:  Sarah 

Buss,  Ames Chamber of Commerce

Thank you to our 
2014- 2015  YPA sponsors

Ames Ford Lincoln
First National Bank
Global Reach Internet 
Productions
Hunziker & Associates, Realtors
ISU MBA
Kingland Systems
Mary Greeley Medical Center
Munn Lumber
North Grand Mall
Story Construction
VisionBank
Hy-Vee
Converse Conditioned Air

Connect with YPA
Visit www.ypames.com for upcoming 

events, committee openings and volun-
teer opportunities.

Get involved with Young  
Professionals of Ames for 
opportunities to build and 
foster relationships though:

•Leadership development
•Professional development
•Community Outreach
•Cultural and social  
opportunities

 
Visit www.ypames.com to learn more 

and join us!

Kori Heuss, owner of Heuss Printing Inc., 
shared her personal experiences of own-
ing and managing her own business at a 
recent Lunch & Learn on entrepreneur-
ship.

Entrepreneurship 
Lunch & Learn

November 
Lunch & Learn 
November's Lunch & Learn is on hosting 
during the holidays and will be a design 
class presented by Coe's Flowers and 
Gifts. Learn how to make beautiful décor 
to decorate your home for the season 
Nov. 5 at 5:00 p.m. Register to attend 
online at www.ypames.com.

YPA Excellence: Call for Nominations! 

Do you know someone who deserves recognition for their hard work and community 
involvement?
• Service that betters the Ames Community and/or people in the community
• Career Advancement or award
• (YP) Silent Leader: Individuals who are ‘behind the scenes’ promoting the YPA mission 
and outreach to community!
Please nominate a young professional you know for the excellence award at www.ypa-
mes.com/excellence. Awarded every quarter the winner recieves a HyVee gift card and 
recognition for their involvement.
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MAIN STREET CULTURAL DISTRICT 

Downtown Ames invites you to “shop small” 
on Small Business Saturday: November 28

The Main Street Cultural District 
(MSCD) is proud to announce 
its participation in the sixth 
annual Small Business Saturday 

on November 28th to support indepen-
dent businesses in downtown Ames and 
throughout our community.  Founded by 
American Express in 2010, Small Busi-
ness Saturday is a day to celebrate the 
small businesses that help support your 
neighborhood and is held every year on 

the Saturday after Thanksgiving.
“Many downtown businesses will be 

open early and offering great sales and 
giveaways,” said Cindy Hicks, Execu-
tive Director of the MSCD. “We will 
also be handing out free canvas shop-
ping bags filled with coupons and 
offers.”

Small Business Saturday has been 
embraced nationwide as part of the 
holiday shopping tradition as each year 

shoppers, businesses and public offi-
cials come together to “Shop Small” and 
show their neighborhood pride.

Participating in Small Business Sat-
urday is a way for shoppers to recognize 
the important contributions small busi-
nesses make to their communities. 

“When you make a purchase at a 
locally owned business you are not only 
helping a neighbor make a living, you 
will also leave with a more unique pur-

chase than you will at a big box store 
and get more personalized service,” 
Hicks said.

Small Business Saturday events in 
downtown Ames will include break-
fast with Santa, cookie decorating and 
other activities for kids, wine tastings, 
free wrapping, caroling, live music, and 
much more.

To find out more about this event go 
to www.amesdowntown.org. 

Save  

The  

Dates! 

Downtown Ames November 13—December 19 

www.amesdowntown.org  

Snow Magic Kickoff - Friday, Nov. 13 
Small Business Saturday - Saturday, Nov. 28 
Christmas Traditions Day - Saturday, Dec. 5 
Build Your Dream Gingerbread “Structure” - Saturday, Dec. 5 
Santa’s Train in Downtown Ames- Saturday, Dec. 12 
Snow Magic Scavenger Hunt- Saturday, Dec. 5 - Saturday, Dec. 19 
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CAMPUSTOWN ACTION ASSOCIATION 

Campustown Action Association welcomes 
Rebecca Olson as New Executive Director 

The Executive Committee of the 
Campustown Action Associa-
tion in Ames, Iowa is pleased 
to announce their new Execu-

tive Director, Rebecca Olson.  Olson 

will serve to carry out the goals of the 
CAA, including making Campustown a 
destination for both the Iowa State com-
munity and Ames residents, broaden the 
diversity of local business, improve the 
visual appeal and cleanliness of Cam-
pustown, work to improve transportation 
issues throughout Campustown, and cre-
ate strong partnerships with Ames stake-
holders.  

Prior to accepting the position as 
Executive Director of Campustown 
Action Association, Olson worked as 
a statistical analyst at Murphy-Brown/
Smithfield in Ames.  While there, she 
worked on data coding and interpretation 
as well as survey analysis and redevelop-
ment planning.  Olson concurrently held 
an intern position at the City of Ames 
Planning department.  In this position 
she was responsible for drafting public 
announcements, coordinating reserva-
tions and permits for the Street N Greet 
Block Party Trailer, and redesigning 
marketing materials for various City of 

Ames Neighborhood Associations.   She 
has also been an active member of Com-
munity That Works and Sawyer is the 
New Awesome, both grassroots commu-
nity engagement programs within Ames.

Olson graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Pennsylvania State University in 
2010 with a Bachelor’s degree in Sociol-
ogy.

“We are thrilled to have Rebecca in 
this position for Campustown,” said 
Anne Taylor, CAA Past President.  “She 
has valuable experience from a mul-
titude of jobs and volunteer positions 
in Ames.  She is well prepared for the 
duties of Executive Director.  She is 
committed to building our Campus-
town community and has the energetic, 
big-picture focus and the organizational 
detail skills required to balance the wide 
array of businesses and organizations in 
the neighborhood.” 

Olson may be contacted at director@
amescampustown.com.

Campustown Action Association 

(CAA) is comprised of Ames and Iowa 
State University community members 
who seek to improve and promote the 
business, cultural, spiritual, entertain-
ment, housing and physical environ-
ment in Campustown.  Membership is 
comprised of persons associated with all 
Campustown entities including (but not 
limited to) owners and representatives of 
businesses, services and churches, and 
residents within Campustown as well 
as interested community members and 
organizations outside of Campustown.

CAA is the organization that serves as 
a catalyst for private and public partner-
ships in Campustown.  CAA provides 
leadership for strengthening the role and 
reputation of Campustown by fostering 
cooperation among City of Ames, Iowa 
State University and Campustown enti-
ties. 

Campustown Action Association is an 
affiliate of the Ames Chamber of Com-
merce.

Thank you Make Campustown Shine volunteers!


